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|Provincial  Treasurer  in  Budget  Speech  Calls 
for  Removal  of  Tariff  on  Implements 

[Estimated  Deficit  for  1924  is  $659,008.09,  Largely  Attributable  to  Increased  Charges  for  Public  Debt— R.  G. 
Reid  Deals  With  Handicaps  Under  Which  Agriculture  Labors — Greatly  Increased  Production  in  1923 — 

Freight  Rates  Reduction  Imperative 


Actual       Estimated  Estimated 
Expenditure  Expenditure  Expenditure 
In  1923         for  1924      Under  1923 
Public  Debt  . . .'  %  3,221,913.28  $  4,042,653.16  $  .... 


Executive  Council 

Legislation   

Dept.  of  Agriculture. . 
Atty.-General's  Dept.. 
Dept.  Education  .... 
Municipal  Affairs  .... 
Provincial  Secretary. 

Public  Health   

Public  Works   

Railw'ys  &  Telephones 

Treasury   

Bonuses   

Statutory  Payments  . . 


282,959.49 
224,611.03 
587,650.01 
1,536,373.34 
2,330,270.57 
247,535.97 
169,571.94 
863,092.15 
1,193,172.14 
28,233.62 
249,112.97 
52,533.49 
3,800.00 


Total. . . 


(Staff  Correspondence) 

EDMONTON,  March  18. 
—Hon.  R.  G.  Reid,  Prp- 
1,'incial  Treasurer,  deliv- 
ered his  first  budget  speech 
In  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly this  afternoon.  The 
Budget  shows  an  estimated 
Beficit  on  income  account 
for  the  year  1924,  of 
1659,008.09,  this  being 
Tery  largely  attribut- 
kble  to  increase  in 
lharges  for  public  debt. 
iThe  total  estimated  expen- 
iiture  for  1924  is  $11,711,- 
153.71,  as  compared  with 

In  actual  expenditure  of 
10,990,830  in  the  year 
923.  It  will  be  cemem- 
ered  that  the  estimat^H 
expenditure  for  1923  was  $11,170,859.95,  but  that  the  Gov&Ti-. 
lient  succeeded  in  substantially  reducing  this,' and  increasing^ 
the  revenue,  while  the  deficit  was  cut  in  half,  from  the  esti- 
liate  of  $1,016,239.15  to  $571,683.74.  The  principal  item  of 
Increased  expenditure  this  year  is  the  charge  for  public  debt. 
I  The  total  economies  effected  in  1923,  as  compared  with  the 
Iriginal  estimates,  were  $446,505.30,  equalling  the  hitherto 
linique  record  of  the  previous  year,  when  every  department 
Ixcept  the  item  of  Public  Debt,  came  within 
Ihe  estimates. 

kcRICULTURE  UNDER 
BEVERE  HANDICAPS 

I  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  Reid  re- 
rififwec^  the  economic  and  financial  history 
If  the  past  year  in  Alberta,  dealing  very 
lucidly  and  effectively  with  the  progress 
made  in  various  branches  of  the  agricul- 
tural industry,  and  in  mining.  "We  are  all 
tware,"  he  said,  "of  the  difficult  times 
Ivhich  the  farmers  in  the  Province  .have 
passed  through  in  the  last  few  years.  Scanty 
trops,  high  production  costs  and  deflated 
lvalues  of  agricultural  products  have  been 
the  order  of  the  day.  Some  farmers  have 
fceen  forced  out  of  business,  and  all  have 
foeen  struggling  in  an  attempt  to  hold  their 
lov^'n.  In  spite  of  many  handicaps,  however, 
phe  farmers  of  Alberta  go  on  producing  in 
farger  measure  year  by  year." 

The  value  of  farm  products  in:  Alberta, 
luaid  Mr.  Reid,  in  submitting  briefl^  a  series 
lof  illuminating  statistics,  was  50  per  cent.  'W^'  s^.. 

[•greater  in  1928  than  in  1922,  while  in  HON.  R. 


The  Budget  in  Brief — Comparative  Estimates 


Estimated 
Expendit'e 
Over  1923 
%  820,739.88 


272,700.00 
194,255.00 
590,848.00 
1,556,674.00 
2,081,604.50 
243,720.00 
56,525.00 
835,220.00 
1,540,679.55 
42,625.00 
253,854.50 


10,259.49 
30,356.03 


248,666.07 
3,815.97 
113,046.94 
27,872.15 


52,533.49 
3,800.00 


3,192.99 
20,300.66 


347,507.41 
14,391.38 
4,741.53 


$10,990,830.00  Jll,711,353;"71  $490,350.14  $1,210,873.85 


dairying  alone  there  was 
a  total  production  of  17,- 
750,000  pounds  as  com- 
pared with  15,500,000  in 
the  previous  year.  The 
Egg  and  Poultry  Service 
had  shown  rapid  expan- 
sion, the  service  being  ex- 
tended, in  1923,  to  6,042 
farmers;  a  total  of  22,027 
cases  of  eggs,  or  48  car- 
loads, and  one  million 
pounds  of  poultry,  or  62 
carloads,  being  handled. 
The  increase  in  volume  of 
business  done  by  the  whole 
service  Avas  59  per  cent. 

CO-OPERATIVE  CREDIT 
SOCIETIES'  PROGRESS 

-      :  ,  The    Provdnci^    i  i-eas- 

urer^outjihea  the  progress  which  had  been  mg.de  daring  the 
year  in  the  development  of  co-operative  credit  societies,  which 
showed  total  loans  of  $830,000  in  1923  as  compared  wirh 
$585,000  in  1922.  A  high  tribute  to  the  soundness,  of  thi' 
system  of  co-operative  credits  adopted  in  Alberta  had  bern 
paid  by  one  of  the  highest  authorities  in  financial  matters 
in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  the  rate  to  the  societies,  said 
Mr.  Reid,  had  been  .reduced  from  7  per  cent,  to  ^Vz  per  cent. — 
a  substantial  gain. 

Dealing  with  the  agricultural  situation  in 
general,  the  Provincial  Treasurer  said:  "It 
has  been  proved  beyond  all  doubt  that,  given 
fair  conditions  of  weather,  the  soil  of  Al- 
berta is  capable  not  only  of  a  world  record 
in  the  matter  of  yield,  but  also — and  this  is 
possibly  of  greater  importance — in  the  mat- 
ter of  quality."  The  honors  won  at  Chicago 
and  at  the  International  Show,  coming  in 
conjunction  with  the  jdeld  per  acre  for  the 
whole  Province,  constituted,  said  Mr.  Reid,  a 
record  unsurpassed  on  the  continent,  if  in 
the  world,  and  placed  Alberta  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  agricultural  areas  of  the  world. 

TARIFF  BURDEN  CAN 
NO  LONGER  BE  BORNE 

Discussing  the  very  serious  handicaps 
under  which  Alberta's  basic  industry  labors, 
Mr.  Reid  dealt  with  the  necessity  for  a  tar- 
iff reduction,  and  for  a  lowering  of  freight 
rates.  "We  find."  he  said,  "that  the  pro- 
tective tariff  artificially  and  automatically 
raises  the  prices  of  all  the  implements  of 
G.  REID  (Continued  on  page  10) 
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.  All  along  the  Western  Front 

The  Wheat  Pool  Drive  Is  On 


Alberta,  Saskatchewan,  Manitoba 
In  one  solid  phalanx 


Only  one  man  can  prevent  this  Drive  from  being 

A  GLORIOUS  SUCCESS 

He  is  the  Farmer  who  does  not 

SIGN  A  CONTRACT 


For  the  sake  of 


Your  Business 
Your  Neighbor 
Your  Province 


Do  your  duty 


JOIN    THE  POOL! 


REJECTED  — 

on  account 
of  SMUT 


This  is  the  report  of  the  Winnipeg  Grain 
Exchange  for  the  three  months  ending 
Nov.  30th,  1923. 

This  smutted  wheat  was  discounted  an 
average  of  lie  per  bushel  on  the  market. 


i 


STANDARD  - 


''SBMAtDEin^ 


1^ 


KILLS 
SHUT 


100%  EFFECTIVE  BY  ACTUAL  TEST 

This  loss  of  $41,672.40  could  have  been 
prevented  by  the  use  of  $393.75  worth  of 
Standard  Formaldehyde,  leaving  a  net  gain  of 
$41,278.65. 

ASK  YOUR  DEALER 

STANDARD  CHEMICAL  CO.  LTD. 


Montreal 


WINNIPEG 


Toronto 


'30 


SEEDS ! 

$1.50  worth  for  $1.00 

Home  Garden  Collection 

A  splendid  ccllsction  for  a  home 
or  small  back  garden.    $1.00  will 
bring  this  collection  to  you  post- 
paid; worth  $1.50. 
V2  lb.  Beans.        %  lb.  Peas. 
1  pkt.  Beets.      1  pkt.  Swiss  Chard. 
1  pkt.  Carrots. 

1  pkt.  Lettuce,  Grand  Rapids. 
1  pkt.  Lettuce,  Head,  Hanson. 
1  pkt.   Radish,   French  Breakfast. 
1  pkt.  Onion,  Yellow  Danvers. 
1  pkt.  Spinach. 

SEND  FOR  1924  SEED 

CATALOGUE  TODAY 

The  Campbell  Floral 
and  Seed  Co. 

224  8th  Ave.  W.,  Calgary,  Alberta 


WHEN  IN  EDMONTON 
MAKE 

The  Corona 
Hotel 

"YOUR"  HEADQUARTERS 
Rates  that  are  Reasonable, 
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EDITORIAL 


Following  an  address  delivered  in  the  district  by  J.  R. 
Boyle,  the  mennbership  of  Nesbit  Local,  according  to  a  coni- 
munication  from  the  secretary  published  on  page  14  of  this 
issue,  increased  from  eight  to  forty-eight.  We  must  con- 
gratulate the  Liberal  leader  on  the  satisfactory  results  of  his 
organizing  work  for  the  U.  F.  A.  It  was  an  attack  upon  it, 
we  understand,  that  largely  stimulated  the  increase  in  mem- 
bership in  the  district  where  he  delivered  his  address.  We 
are  receiving  somewhat  similar  reports  from  other  districts. 

*  *       *  I 

Mr.  Boyle  and  his  chief  Provincial  organizer  should  work 
in  closer  liaison.  Last  week  in  the  Provincial  Assembly 
Premier  Greenfield  announced  that  there  would  be  no  redis- 
tribution during  the  present  session,  but  that  redistribution 
v^ould  take  place  before  the  next  election.  Mr.  Boyle  ex- 
pressed himself  as  gratified  to  hear  this  announcement,  and 
accepted  it  as  definite.  Two  or  three  days  later  his  organizer, 
in  a  special  interview  in  the  Morning  Albertan,  cited  reasons 
for  confidence  that  an  election  would  take  place  before  the 
next  session.  But  perhaps  irresponsibility  is  one  of  the 
necessary  qualifications  of  an  organizer  for  Mr.  Boyle. 

*  *  jK 

All  groups  in  the  Legislative  Assemlbly,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  possibly  two  of  the  Liberal  members,  are  co- 
operating in  a  non-partizan  spirit  in  the  discussion  of  the 
new  Election  Bill.  The  bill  is  recognized  in  the  Assembly  as 
a  carefully  drafted  and  well  considered  measure,  and  the 
Minister  in  charge  has  welcomed  suggestions  which  might 
lead  to  improvement  in  detail.  In  establishing  the  principle.s 
of  proportional  representation,  and  the  preferential  ballot  in 
single  member  constituencies,  the  Alberta  Assembly  will  take 
a  real  step  forward  in  electoral  reform.  There  has  been  a 
very  marked  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  average  member 
of  the  Assembly  upon  this  question  in  the  last  few  years, 
mainly  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  membership.  As  Mr. 
Davidson  pointed  out  last  week,  in  the  last  Assembly  only 
about  a  dozen  members  were  in  favor  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation. In  the  present  Assembly  only  about  a  dozen  (or 
less)  are  opposed  to  the  principle.  Most  of  these  were  mem- 
bers of  the  previous  Legislature. 

*  ♦  * 

The  decision  of  the  Government  to  accept  Mr.  Christophers' 
motion,  calling  for  an  inquiry  into  the  coal  industry  in  Al- 
berta, is  an  excellent  one.  The  inquiry  should  be  exhaustive. 
The  necessity  for  it  is  amply  demonstrated  in  the  present  dis- 
pute in  the  coal  industry.  The  public  is  ill-informed  as  to  the 
case  for  the  miners  or  the  case  which  may  be  presented  by 
the  coal  companies,  in  this  dispute.  Coal  is,  as  the  Labor 
member  said,  in  the  same  class  as  the  public  utilities.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  wages  paid  to  the  most 
highly  skilled  miners,  but  little  about  average  wages,  or  about 
irregularity  of  employment,  while  there  is  no  authentic  in- 
formation on  the  profits  of  the  industry.  The  miners  de- 
clare that  an  inquiry  which  covers  the  whole  field  will  sat- 


isfy them.  Nothing  less  should  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
public,  and  nothing  less,  as  Premier  Greenfield  stated,  will 
prove  satisfactory  to  the  Government. 

*  1=  * 

The  Government  of  Alberta  is  a  stronger  administrative 
unit  today  than  it  has  ever  been,  and  no  Government  has  asked 
or  received  so  much  help  from  its  support  in  the  Legislature. 
This  is  as  it  should  be. — ^Red  Deer  Advocate  (Independent). 

«  »  >): 

A  number  of  party  newspapers  which  are  in  the  habit  of 
giving  sage  advice  to  the  farmers,  apparently  wish  them  to 
believe  that  conditions  would  be  very  much  better  if  only  the 
people  who  have  organized  to  carry  on  their  own  political 
affairs,  would  resign  them  again  into  the  hands  of  the  party 
politicians.  They  would  he  better — for  the  politicians.  The 
people  have  had  somewhat  bitter  experiences  of  the  party 
system.    They  are  unlikely  to  return  to  it. 

*  *  * 

Because  he  could  not  take  complete  charge  of  proceedings 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Municipal  Law  Committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature recently.  Mayor  Blatchford  of  Edmonton  gave  an  in- 
terview in  the  Edmonton  Bulletin,  '"omplaining  that  he  had 
been  shabbily  treated  by  the  chairman,  George  MacLachlan, 
U.  F.  A.  member  for  Pembina.  As  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee knows,  and  as  the  Bulletin  itself  is  well  aware,  Mayor 
Blatchford  was  courteously  treated  by  the  committee  and  by 
the  chairman.  But  when  he  insisted  that  he  must  speak  when 
he  wished,  without  regard  to  the  rules  or  to  the  rights  of 
others,  the  chairman  quite  properly  asked  Mr.  Blatchford  to 
resume  his  seat.  The  Bulletin,  however,  chose  to  launch  a 
grossly  offensive  editorial  attack  on  Mr.  MacLachlan.  We 
do  not  know  any  member  of  the  Assembly  who  was  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  or  anyone  else  apart  from 
Mayor  Blatchford  himself,  who  did  not  resent  his  attempts 
to  dictate  to  the  committee.  Mr.  MacLachlan  is  one  of  the 
most  capable  members  of  the  Assembly,  who  has  never  been 
lacking  in  courtesy.  The  Bulletin  in  its  malicious  and  entirely 
unwarranted  attack  upon  him  is  maintaining  its  reputation 
as  perhaps  the  least  respectable  paper,  in  its  editorial  meth- 
ods, published  in  Alberta. 

*  *  * 

R.  C.  Marshall  is  a  less  experienced  politician  than  one  or 
two  of  the  leading  members  of  his  party  in  the  Assembly. 
He  occasionally  lapses  into  somewhat  similar  methods  in 
debate,  though  he  lacks  the  finesse  of  the  older  hand.  He 
experienced  one  of  these  lapses  last  week,  when  Mr.  Moore's 
motion  was  before  the  committee  of  the  Assembly  on  the 
Election  Act.  However,  whenever  Mr.  Marshall  thinks  of 
himself  as  a  business  man  and  not  as  a  politician,  and  recalls 
the  days  of  his  mayoralty,  he  speedily  recovers  his  balance. 

*  *  * 

When  the  party  campaign  against  the  U.  F.  A.  reached  its 
height  last  fall,  the  membership  of  the  organization  began 
to  increase.  Renewed  activity  among  the  members  has  fol- 
lowed every  party  attack  before  and  since.  And  now  Mr. 
Boyle's  organizer,  according  to  an  interview  which  he  gave  to 
the  Morning  Albertan,  has  made  the  interesting  discovery 
that  the  farmers  who  are  responding  to  the  U.  P.  A.  mem- 
bership drive,  carried  on  by  the  Locals,  are  paying  dues  to 
their  own  organization  for  the  purpose  of  quietly  assisting 
the  Liberal  party  to  disrupt  it.  Which  recalls  an  incident  in 
the  Medicine  Hat  by-election  campaign  of  1921.  The  Conser- 
vative candidate,  during  an  address  at  one  of  his  meetings, 
had  been  somewhat  seriously  embarrassed  by  members  of  the 
audience,  who  insisted  on  knowing  where  his  campaign  funds 
came  from,  a  question  which  the  candidate  was  unable  to 
answer  to  their  satisfaction.    Mr.  Greenfield  followed,  and 

opened  with  the  words,  "I  can  fell  Col.    where  Mr. 

Gardiner's  campaign  funds  came  from,  Evei-y  man  in  this 
room  has  paid  a  dollar." 
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Qualifying  Period 
Shortened  in  the 
New  Election  Bill 

Donations  by  Candidate  After  Nomina- 
tion Will  Be  Considered  "Corrupt 
Practice"— Bill  Provides  for  P.  R. 
and  Transferable  Vote 


MONDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  10.  —  Second 
.■;eading  of  the  new  Election  Bill  was 
moved  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  today 
by  Alex.  Ross,  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  bill.  As  already  indicated  in  "The 
U.  F.  A."  the  new  bill  provides  for  pro- 
portional -representation  in  the  cities 
of  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  and 
.^e  use  of  the  transferable  vote  in  single 
meiTiber  coiiitiluericies;  the  abolition  of 
the  election  deposit;  the  shortening  of 
the  qualifying  period  of  residence  in  any 
constituency  from  three  months  to  two 
months  (twelve  months'  residence  in  the 
Province  being  i-equired  as  formerly). 
An  elector  who  has  changed  his  place  of 
residence  from  one  constituency  to  an- 
other, and  has  not  been  living  for  two 
months  in  his  new  place  of  abode,  may 
return  and  vote  in  the  constituency 
where  he  has  qualified. 

Thirty  days  may  elapse  between  the 
date  of  the  writ  for  an  election  and 
nomination  day,  instead  of  twenty  as 
formerly,  and  the  election  day  may  be 
on  the  tenth,  instead  of  on  the  seventh 
day  after  jBPmination.  Enumerators' 
lists  will  be  good  for  two  years  ^afte<r 
compilation. 
MAY  REQUIRE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  VOTER 

It  is  provided  that  sworn  votes  will  be 
counted  at  the  close  of  the  poll  in  the 
lydinary  way,  but  a  deputy  returning 
officer  may  require  that  a  person  seek- 
ing to  vote,  if  his  qualifications  are 
doubted,  be  identified  by  an  elector.  Pen- 
alties are  provided  for  those  who  vote 
without  qualification  o«r  induce  others  to 
do  so. 

Copies  of  voters'  lists  will  be  obtain- 
able at  a  cost  of  one  cent  per  name.  On 
election  day  no  liquors  may  be  sold,  and 
no  candidate,  between  nomination  and 
election  day,  may  make  or  promise  to 
make  any  donation  or  subscription. 

The  bill  is  ba.sed  in  the  main  on  the 
old  election  act.  John  D.  Hunt,  clerk 
of  the  Assembly,  has  prepared  an  excel- 
lent synop.sis  of  the  new  measure  of 
which  he  is  the  draughtsman,  all  changes 
being  noted.  The  bill  is  very  clearly 
drafted,  and  complete  in  detail. 
GRATITUDE  TO  CO-DISCOVERER 
OF  INSULIN  TREATMENT 

On  motion  of  W.  M.  Davidson,  Inde- 
pendent (Calgary),  the  Assembly  today 


expressed  its  gratitude  to  Dr.  J.  B. 
CoUip  of  the  University  of  Alberta,  co- 
discovej-er  with  Drs.  McLeod,  Banting 
and  Best,  of  the  insulin  treatment  far 
diabetes.  Mr.  Davidson  related  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  led  to  the  discov- 
ery, and  pointed  out  that  Ontario  had 
voted  $10,000  to  the  continuation  of 
facilities  for  research,  while  the  Domin- 
ion Government  had  voted  $7,500  to  Dr. 
Banting,  to  be  used  at  his  discretion. 
The  four  co-discoverers  had  received  the 
Nobel  prize.  Mr.  Davidson  said  that 
these  gentlemen,  t.vue  to  the  traditions 
of  science,  had  handed  over  to  the  public 
a  discovery  which  would  have  brought 
them  a  return  of  at  least  a  million  dol- 
lars had  they  capitalized  it  for  commer- 
cial purposes. 

The  value  of  Dr.  Collip's  work  was 
dwelt  upon  by  Premier  Greenfield;  and 
Mrs.  McClung,  Perren  Baker,  and  J.  R. 
Boyle  also  paid  tributes  to  the  young 
scientist,  the  resolution  being  carried  by 
standing  vote. 

An  act  CO  amend  the  Irrigation  Dis- 
tricts Act,  moved  by  V.  W.  Smith,  Min- 
ister of  Railways  and  Telephones,  con- 
templates only  one  change,  to  provide 
that  bridges  and  culverts  on  irrigated 
property  be  built  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner. 

ASKS  CONSTRUCTION  IN 
GUARANTEED  TIME 

In  discussion  of  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Burmis-Carbon  Railway,  Lorne 
P»roudfoot,  U.  F.  A.  (Acadia),  moved  an 
amendment  that  a  guarantee  that  the 
railway  will  be  completed  in  the  time 
mentioned  in  the  charter  be  required. 
This  was  defeated  by  a  large  majority 
after  discussion.  J.  R.  Boyle  and  A.  M. 
Matheson  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment.  P.  M.  Christophers,  Labor 
(Rocky  Mountain),  supporting  the 
amendment,  said  that  this  '  charter 
was  really  the  original  charter  asked 
for  some  years  ago.  It  was  pointed  out 
by  D.  H.  GalU-aith,  U.  F.  A.  (Nanton), 
that  this  company  were  not  regular 
railway  promoters,  but  desired  to  have 
a  line  over  which  to  move  their  coal. 

Mr.  Christophers  said  that  the  com- 
pany's lands  were  a  coal  lease  on  a  Do- 
minion forest  reserve,  and  the  camp  was 
thus  "closed",  the  public  having  no 
rights  upon  it,  and,  supported  by  other 
Labor  members,  he  urged  that  roads  and 
lanos  in  such  townsites  be  declared  pub- 
lic property.  It  was  then  stated  that 
this  was  a  matter  for  Dominion  legis- 
lation, but  the  bill  was  left  in  committee 
until  the  company  could  be  notified  that 
this  amendment  was  proposed. 

People  in  these  closed  camps,  declared 
Captain  Pearson,  who  had  lived  in  one  of 
them,  had  as  a  rule  to  go  down  on  their 
knees  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  holding 
a  meeting. 

In  discussion  of  a  bill  respecting  hos- 
pital facilities  at  the  university,  J.  C. 


Buckley,  U.  F.  A.  (Gieichen),  moved  an 
amendment  to  give  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment a  50  per  cent,  share  in  control 
of  the  hospital.  George  Hoadley  said 
that  a  full  statement  in  connection  with 
the  matter  would  be  made  to  the  Assem- 
bly. 

A  bill  respecting  vehicles  and  highways 
traffic,  to  replace  the  old  act,  was  con- 
sidered in  committee,  a  clause  providing 
that  every  person  driving  an  automobile, 
except  a  driver  owner,  must  have  a 
driver's  license,  being  struck  out. 

LETTER  ON  THE 
GROUARD  BY-ELECTION 

Premier  Greenfield  tabled  a  letter  with 
reference  to  Grouard  by-election  as  a  re- 
turn, in  response  to  a  motion  by  Jos. 
Dechene  of  Beaver.  The  letter  fol- 
lows : 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  Grouard  Con- 
stituency, High  Prairie,  Alberta,  Nov.  13. 
1923. 

Hon.  H.  Greenfield, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 

Dear  Sir:  At  the  convention  held  here 
today,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed-  That  the  secretary  be  re- 
quested to  write  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Greenfield 
requesting  him  to  call  the  by-election  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  and  that  the 
executive  have  a  personal  Interview  with 
the  Hon.  V.  W.  Smith. 

The  reasons  aOvanced  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions  were  many  and  varied,  the  chief 
being  the  splendid  condition  of  the  roads, 
the  enthusiasm  and  interest  being  shown, 
and  that  we  felt  that  this  constituency  was 
entitled  to  representation  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  and  that  our  prospects  for  carry- 
ing the  constituency  weie  better  now  than 
they  would  be  if  delayed  for  any  length  of 
time. 

Hoping  you  will  give  this  your  favorable 
consideration,  we  are, 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Sgd.)    J.  M.  CULL,  President. 
(Sgd.)    SML.  HARRIS,  Sec.-Treas. 


Charge  Propaganda 
Reason  for  Motion 
on  the  Revenue  Tax 

U.  F.  A.  and  Independent  Members  Vote 
Down  Liberal  Motion— Boyle  Considers 
P.  R.  Plan  to  Prevent  Majority  Rule 
— Question  of  Reduction  of  Seats 


TUESDAY^S  SITTING 

■BDIIONTON,  March  IL-Announce- 
ment  that  the  whole  question  of  .redistri- 
bution will  be  dealt  with  by  a  committee 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  not  this' 
session  but  before  the  next  election 
takes  place,  that  this  committee  will  take 
mto  consideration  all  such  matters  as 
the  reduction  in  membership  which  has 
been  urged  from  some  quarters,  and  that 
there  will  be  no  election  until  redistri- 
bution has  been  actually  carried  out,  was 
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made  in  the  Assembly  today  by  Premier 
Greenfield. 

The  Legislature  rejected  by.  89  votes 
to  10  a  motion  by  J.  R.  Boyle,  stating 
that  the  time  had  a-crived  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  supplementary  revenue  tax, 
all  U.  F.  A.  members  present,  Dr.  Stew- 
art, Independent  Conservative  (Leth- 
bridge),  and  Messrs.  Pearson  and  David- 
son, Independents  (Calgary),  voting  with 
the  Government.  F.  J.  White  of  Cal- 
gary, the  only  Labor  member  present 
when  the  division  took  place,  did  not 
vote.  Messrs.  Chornohus,  U.  F.  A.  (Whit- 
ford),  Milnes,  U.  F.  A.  (Claresholm), 
N.  S.  Smith,  U.  F.  A.  (Olds),  Enzenauer, 
U.  F.  A.  (Alexandra),  and  J.  E.  Brown- 
lee,  Attorney-General,  were  not  in  the 
Assembly  when  the  vote  was  taken.  The 
motion  received  the  solid  support  of  the 
Liberals,  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Mc- 
Clung,  'who  was  not  in  her  place. 

C.  R.  Mitchell  withdrew  a  motion  call- 
ing for  the  introduction  of  legislation 
to  enable  90  townships  in  the  constitu- 
ency of  Bow  Valley,  known  as  a  "closed 
area",  to  be  cleared  of  stray  hoirses  and 
to  provide  for  their  permanent  disposal, 
after  a  statement  by  George  Hoadley, 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  who  explained 
the  difficulties  of  the  sitt^ation,  and 
called  attention  to  efforts  which  he  had 
made  and  was  still  making,  to  solve  this 
problem. 

MOTION  FOR  ABOLITION  OF 
SUPPLEMENTARY  REVENUE 

Moving  the  motion  calling  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  supplementary  revenue  tax, 
Mr.  Boyle  said  the  time  had  come  when 
all  public  bodies  realized  the  necessity 
fcr  retrenchment.  In  view  of  increases 
in  reyenue  from  old  taxes,  and  the  im- 
position of  some  new  ones,  the  Govern- 
ment, he  said,  should  be  able  to  get 
along  very  well  without  this  tax.  The 
economies  they  had  effected  had  re- 
moved the  need  for  it,  or  perhaps,  added 
the  opposition  leader,  their  economies 
might  have  been  offset  by  new  expendi- 
tures. He  declared  that  the  supplement- 
ary revenue  tax  was  originally  imposed 
as  a  war  measure,  and  he  contended  that 
in  view  of  prospective  liquor  pirofits,  it 
might  now  be  abolished. 

MOST  EQUITABLE  IN 
PRINCIPLE,  SAYS  PEARSON 

Robert  Pearson,  opposing  the  motion, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  tax  was 
one  of  the  most  equitable  that  had  ever 
been  imposed,  since  it  was  not  a  class 
tax,  as  the  taxes  on  amusements  and 
automobiles  were,  but  a  tax  on  land 
values.  When  the  time  came  that  the 
Government  could  afford  to  do  without 
some  of  its  present  sources  of  revenue, 
they  had  better  abolish  some  other  taxes 
which  were  less  equitable.  Captain 
Pearson  stated  that  as  a  member  of  the 
former  Assembly  he  had  a  distinct  irecol- 
lection  of  statements  made  by  the  former 
Premier,  Charles  Stewart,  and  C.  R. 
Mitchell,  the  former  Provincial  Treas- 
urei*,  when  they  v.'ere  asked  whether  this 
v/as  or  vvas  not  a  war  measure.  These 
Ministers  had  declined  to  describe  it  as 
such,  or  to  suggest  that  it  might  be 
withdrawn  after  the  war. 

"When  the  tax  was  first  introduced," 
said  R.  G.  Reid,  Provincial  Treas- 
urer, "I  was  a  municipal  councillor, 
and  I  knov7  that  the  members  of 
the  council  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  a  tax  for  all  time.  The  only  ques- 
tion to  consider  is,  is  it  unfair?  The 
leader  of  the  opposition  has  not  said  it  is 
unfair,  and  the  membei-  for  Calgary  (Mr. 


Pearson)  has  said  that  it  is  eminently 
fair.  I  am  not  satisfied  that  either 
statement  is  quite  correct.  None,  how- 
ever, can  say  that  it  is  unnecessary." 
Mr.  Reid  then  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  profits  from  liquor  under  the  new 
legislation  were  as  yet  an  unknown 
quantity.  The  Province  of  Manitoba, 
with  a  large*:  population  than  ours,  had 
had  profits  of  $516,479  in  four  months. 
If  Alberta's  profits  were  in  the  same 
proportion,  this  Province  would  realize 
$1,000,000  in  eight  months. 

Supporting-  the  motion,  R.  C.  Marshall, 
Liberal  (Calgary),  said  that  the  amount 
received  from  the  tax  last  year,  approxi- 
mately $1,000,000,  rep.resented  the  exact 
amount  by  which  he  believed  the  budget 
should  be  cut  down.  If  the  Government 
cut  the  services  given  to  the  people  ac- 
cordingly, he  would  go  out  and  help  to 
justify  the  reductions,  and  not  hold  the 
reduction  of  services  as  an  offence  com- 
mitted by  the  Government.  He  could 
afford  to  go  out  and  cut  out  politics. 

BAKER  WANTS  PRACTICAL 
DEMONSTRATION 

Perren  Baker,  Minister  of  Education, 
(alluding  to  certain  untrue  statements 
made  by  Liberal  members,  and  corrected 
on  the  flocr  of  the  Assembly  this  ses- 
sion): "Will  you  see  that  politics  is  cut 
out  in  Warner  and  Macleod,  and  in  other 
districts  in  the  south?" 

If  the  Government  would  cut  down  ex- 
penses and  develop  a  system  that  would 
bring  in  a  great  wave  of  immigration, 
Mr.  Marshall  replied,  he  would  "go  out 
and  tell  the  people." 

J.  R.  Love,  U.  F,  A.  (Wainwright), 
said  he  had  realized  that  this  motion 
was  considered  of  great  importance  by 
the  Liberal  party,  who  understood  that 
if  the  tax  were  eliminated  at  this  time, 
the  Government  would  have  to  find  new 
sources  of  revenue  (and  the  imposition 
of  new  taxes  was  never  popular)  or 
would  have  to  face  continual  deficits, 
and  deficits  would  form  a  good  talking 
point  for  the  Liberals  in  an  election  cam^ 
paign.  To  advocate  the  abolition  of  this 
tax,  said  Mr.  Love,  was  undoubtedly  to 
court  jpopularity.  "The  motion,"  de- 
clared the  member,  "is,  in  view  of  the 
realities  of  the  situation,  one  of  the  most 
absurd  that  has  ever  been  birought  be-, 
fore  this  Assembly."  He  pointed  out 
that  Saskatchewan  raised  65  per  cent,  of 
the  Provincial  revenue  from  similar  taxes 
(land  tax  and  public  revenue  and  sup- 
plementary revenue  taxes)  and  that 
Manitoba  and  British  Columbia  (under 
Liberal  Governments)  had  similar  taxes^ 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  had  as  ad- 
ditional sources  of  revenue  both  an  in- 
come tax  and  the.  Gove«mment  sale  of 
liquor.  Ontario  and  Quebec  were  able 
to  escape  this  tax  because,  owing  to  the 
accumulation  of  wealth,  in  these  older 
Provinces,  they  were  able  to  raise  large 
revenues  from  succession  duties. 

"POLITICAL  DODGE",  SAYS 
GORDON  FORSTER 

Perhaps,  suggested  Gordon  Forster, 
U.  F.  A.  (Hand  Hills),  the  Liberals  en- 
tertained the  idea  that  the  Government 
had  made  such  a  creditable  showing  last 
year,  that  they  could  affcrd  to  forego 
much  of  their  revenue  this  year.  The 
motion,  he  said,  was  obviously  a  "poli- 
tical dodge"  by  the  Liberals  in  the  As- 
sembly, who  wished  to  go  out  and  state 
in  the  country  that  they  were  looking 
after  the  people's  interests  in  this  mat- 
ter. 

"I  would  ask  the  honorable  leader  of 


the  opposition  to  place  himself  on  record 
that  he  is  not  asking  for  the  abolition 
of  the  tax,  on  the  basis  of  its  being  un- 
fair?" said  Lome  Proudfoot,  U.  P.  A. 
(Acadia), 

Mir.  Boyle's  response  to  this  was  a 
statement  that  he  had  already  dealt  with 
the  matter  fully,  and  had  nothing  to  add. 

"Let  the  Liberals  show  where  the  cut 
of  $1,000,000  can  be  made,"  demanded 
M.  C.  McKeen,  U.  F.  A.  (Lac  Ste.  Anne), 
going  on  to  remind  the  opposition  that 
at  the  last  session  they  had  been  able 
to  make  only  one  suggestion,  Which  in- 
volved a  saving  of  no  more  than  $30,000. 

MATHESON  ON  PLANS 
FOR  PROPAGANDA 

"I  have  a  picture  of  certain  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  going  out  into  the 
country  if  they  got  the  reduction  they 
are  asking  for  and  declaring  with  great 
fervor  (when  services  were  reduced,  as 
they  would  have  to  be)  that  this  terrible 
Gove.rnment  has  'reduced  your  school 
grants,  taken  away  this  and  that  service, 
and  caused  you  untold  harm,'  "  said  A. 
M.  Matheson,  U.  F.  A.  (Vesreville).  Mr. 
Matheson  asked  the  opposition  to  state 
what  would  be  done  with  the  heavy  fixed 
charees,  what  would  be  done  about  the 
interest  on  the  A.  &  G.  W.  Railway, 
about  hospitals,  and  other  matters.  If 
the  tax  were  abolished,  the  Government, 
in  order  to  deal  honestly  with  the  people, 
would  be  compelled  to  tell  them,  "We 
are  now  going  to  pass  the  buck,  and 
obtain  the  costs  of  Govemmpnt  in  some 
other  way,  where  you  won't  see  the 
money  going." 

The  policy  of  the  Libp.^als,  said  Mr, 
Matheson.  was  to  propose  first  a  heavy 
cut  in  estimates,  then  demand  an  in- 
crease in  services,  and  later,  after  the 
session  was  over,  to  go  out  and  enr 
deavor  to  play  upon  the  emotions  of  the 
people,  by  tellinsr  them  how  callously  the 
Government  had  cut  down  necessary  ser- 
vices. 

If  the  motion  had  called,  not  for  the 
abolition  of  the  tax,  but  its  amendment 
so  as  to  place  it  on  a  more  equitable 
basis  as  between  the  rural  and  urban 
taxpayer,  said  Mi^.  Proudfoot,  he  would 
gladly  have  supported  it.  He  did  not  see, 
howevpr,  how  the  Province  could  carry 
on  without  the  revenue  from  the  tax. 
They  could  not  do  so  if  they  were  to 
meet  the  lep-acy  of  debt  which  they  had 
inherited.  The  average  amount  of  the 
tax  per  capita,  said  Mr.  Proudfoot,  was 
(the  figures  might  not  be  absolutely  ac- 
curate, but  they  were  approximately  so) 
$3.30  in  the  rural  areas,  $1.20  in  the 
cities,  39  cents  in  the  towns  and  29  cents 
in  the  villages.  He  believed  the  tax 
should  be  amended. 

BOYT  E  PAILS  TO 
RESPOND  TO  OFFER 

Rising  to  reply,  Mr.  Boyle  claimed  Mr. 
Proudfoot  as  a  convert  to  the  motion, 
bringing  Mr.  Proudfoot  to  his  feet  with 
a  prompt  refusal  to  allow  what  he  de- 
scribed as  an  entirely  incorrect  state- 
ment of  his  position  to  pass.  If  the 
opposition  leader  would  move  the  amend- 
ment of  the  tax,  to  make  it  fall  more 
evenly  as  between  the  rural  and  urban 
taxpayers,  he  would  support  the  motion. 
There  was  no  response  to  this  offer. 

Mr.  Boyle  contended  that  the  Province 
of  Saskatchewan  raised  a  large  propor- 
tion of  its  revenue  from  taxation  similar 
to  the  supplementary  revenue  tax,  be- 
cause it  was  almost  entirely  an  agri- 
cultural Province,  a^d  lacked  sources  of 
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revenue  which  were  open  to  the  Alberta 
Government. 

MARSHALL  MOVES 
REDUCTION  OF  SEATS 

Rising  to  move  "that  a  redistribution 
of  seats  in  this  Legislature  should  be 
made  before  the  next  genei-al  election 
and  the  numbe*:  of  seats  considerably  re- 
duced; such  redistribution  to  become  ef- 
fective in  such  general  election,"  R.  C. 
Marshall  said  that  the  cutting  out  of  a 
few  seats  in  the  Assembly  would  not 
mean  any  great  financial  saving,  and  it 
was  not  on  this  ground  that  it  was  pro- 
posed. The  Legislature,  however,  was 
perhaps  a  little  unwieldy.  The  number 
of  seats  which  it  should  contain  was  not 
a  matter  upon  which  any  one  member 
was  entitled  to  pass  a  dogmatic  opinion. 
Ml-.  Marshall  said  he  desired  to  approach 
this  question  in  a  non-pacftizan  spirit. 

Premier  Greenfield  then  announced 
the  plans  of  the  Government,  stating  that 
until  such  time  as  the  committee  should 
have  reported,  it  was  not  advisable  or 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  make 
any  pronouncement,  although  personally 
he  held  the  opinion  which  he  expressed 
last  year,  that  redistribution  should  be 
accompanied  by  a  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  seats. 
NOT  LESS  THAN  45 
OR  MORE  THAN  50 

"The  Government,"  said  M.r.  Mitchell, 
"has  relieved  me  of  the  necessity  of 
saying  some  things  I  intended  to  say." 
He  was  not  in  favor  of  reducing  the 
number  of  seats  to  32,  merely  because 
that  figure  could  be  arrived  at  by  the 
simple  process  of  dividing  the  present 
number  by  two.  He  believed  the  Assem- 
bly should  consist  of  not  more  than  50 
and  not  less  than  45. 

W.  M.  Davidson  was  of  the  opinion 
that  reduction  in  numbers  would  mean 
increased  efficiency.  He  believed  that 
32  would  not  be  too  few,  from  this 
standpoint.  M«r;.  Davidson  also  called 
attention  to  the  system  of  redistribution 
in  u.se  in  New  Zealand,  where  a  perma- 
nent committee  au/tomatically  carries  it 
into  effect  as  changes  in  population  jus- 
tify it.  People,  and  nothing  else,  the 
member  thought,  should  be  represented. 
He  suggested  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  sit  during  the  recess  and  work 
out  the  details  of  a  new  bill. 

-J.  R.  Boyle  welcomed  the  statement 
that  redistribution  would  take  place  be- 
fore an  election,  and  thought  that  both 
sides  of  the  Assembly  should  have  re- 
presentation on  the  committee.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  I>ovince  would  return  to 
the  old  party  system  at  the  next  election. 
PARTY  POIJTICS  AND 
INTELLECTUAL  WASTE 

Cordially  appro\nng  of  the  Govern- 
ment's statement,  Mrs.  McClung,  Liberal 
(Edmonton),  df^clared,  "I  have  felt  ever 
since  I  became  a  member  of  this  Lesris- 
lature  that  we  have  no  need  for  politics 
in  Provincial  affairs — that  we  should 
carry  on  these  affairs  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  ouir  school  boards  and  municipal 
council  matters.  Because  of  the  contin- 
uance of  politics  in  the  Assembly,  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  intellectual  waste,  and 
the  Government  cannot  make  the  best 
use  of  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House." 

The  very  important  differences  be- 
tween rural  and  citv  constituencies  were 
dwelt  upon  by  George  Mills,  Liberal 
(Athabasca),  and  a  number  of  U.  F.  A. 
members.  "If  the  city  members  had 
constituencies  as  \srge  as  those  of  some 


rural  members,"  said  Mr.  Mills,  "like  my 
own  for  instance,  which  covers  one- 
quarter  of  the  Province,  they  would  not 
be  so  anxious  to  cut  down  the  number  ot 

W."  H.  Shield,  U.  F.  A.  (Macleod), 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  mem- 
ber's duties  are  twofold.  They  are 
legislative,  and  representative.  What- 
ever cut  was  made  should  not  be  too 
drastic,  because  the  mral  member  had  a 
far  heavier  duty  than  the  city  member 
in  keeping  in  contact  with  his  constitu- 
ents, whose  needs  for  roads,  bridges,  and 
so  forth,  must  be  studied. 

DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  CITY 
AND  RURAL  RIDINGS 

"From  the  standpoint  of  the  work  in 
the  Legislature,  35  memibers  is  quite 
sufficient,  but  when  a  member  represents 
a  constituency  as  large  in  area  as  some 
rrt"al  members  do,  the  matter  is  not  so 
simple,"  said  George  N.  Johnston,  U.F.A. 
(Coronation).  Apart  from  work  in  the 
Assembly  there  must  be  considered  the 
question  of  the  efficiency  with  which  a 
member  could  obtain  knowledge  of  pub- 
lic opinion  and  in  addition  to  this,  could 
report  to  his  constituents.  While  a  city 
mem'ber  could  address  a  meeting  of  his 
constituents  by  taking  a  journey  on  a 
street  car,  the  ru»ral  member,  if  he  took 
his  duties  se-nously,  must  spend  much 
more  time  and  expense  in  visiting  the 
varioxis  localities. 
SESSION  SMALL  PART  OF 
RURAL  MEMBER'S  WORK 

Mr.  Proudfoot  said  that  his  experience 
had  bpen  that  the  time  and  expense  of 
attendance  at  the  Legislature  represent- 
ed but  a  small  proportion  of  the  total. 
Though  it  might  be  a  small  reduction  in 
numbers,  a  cut  to  32  was  far  too  cVastic, 
and  he  resrretted  that  the  much  heralded 
"Committee  on  Commerce  and  Agricul- 
ture" after  considerine  means  of  effect- 
ing Provincial  economies,  had  been  able 
to  sup-ffest  no  other  "economy"  than  the 
reduction  of  the  seats  by  half.  In  the 
old  davs.  82  mie-ht  have  been  sufficient, 
as  members  visited  their  constituents 
with  less  frequency.  He  remembered  a 
speech  in  which  one  rural  member  had 
opened  his  address,  iust  nrior  to  an  elec- 
tion, with  the  words,  "It  is  now  about 
four  vears  since  I  had  the  privilege  of 
Fppaking  to  you." 

Exnressins-  appreciation  of  the  state- 
,v,ent  bv  the  Premier,  Mr.  Marshall  with- 
drew his  resolution. 
OPPOSITION  T  FADER  REBUKED 
BY  LABOR  MEMBER 

A  vprv  .sharp  rebuke  was  delivered  to 
t'ne  leader  of  the  opposition,  by  Fred  J, 
White,  one  of  the  Labor  members  from 
CflVarv.  when  two  hills  affectinsr  lab''*" 
interests  came  before  the  Assembly  for 
ppfr>nd  reading.  The  first  of  these  pro- 
v'dircr  for  the  introduction  of  the  two 
platoon  system  in  permanent  fire  de- 
pnrtmpnt<j.  was  moved  by  Donald  Cam- 
pron.  TT  F.  A.  (Innisfail).  Mr.  Bov1e  ex- 
PTpc^t-erl  wonder  that  a  bill  affecting 
Iftbor  should  be  moved,  not  bv  the  Gov- 
'^rnmcnt.  b'lt  bv  a  p.-ivate  member. 

Then  M.  C  McKeen.  U.  F.  A.  (Lac  Ste. 
Anne),  statinjr  that  he  was  endeavoring 
to  rppvesent  the  700  coal  miners  who 
belped  to  elect  him,  as  well  as  the  farm- 
ers of  his  constituency,  moved  second 
re^dino-  of  a  bill  respecting  the  hours  of 
Ifhor  of  employees  of  pennanent  fire 
departments.  Mr.  Boyle  came  to  his 
feet  aerain.  expressine  reerret  that  "no 
member  of  the  Cf.hinet"  had  been  found 
to  father  these  bills. 


"I  do  not  wonder  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  surprised  that  a  private 
member  can  introduce  a  public  bill,"  said 
Mr.  White  from  his  place  in  the  Labor 
group,  "because  the  late  Govemment  did 
not  encourage  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  not  seemly  that  a  member  of  the 
Assembly  shouid  try  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
which  affects  the  interests  and  well- 
being  of  labor." 

P.  R.  IS  "ATTEMPT  TO 
PREVENT  MAJORITY  RULE" 

Describing  proportional  representation 
as  "an  attempt  to  prevent  the  majority 
from  ruling",  declaring  that  it  must  im- 
pair the  operation  of  "responsible  gov- 
ernment", promote  the  formation  of 
groups,  and  take  away  from  those  who 
had  a  majority  a  portion  of  their  fran- 
chise and  "give  it  to  someone  else,"  J'. 
R.  Boyle,  leader  of  the  opposition,  an- 
nounced that  4he  mere  he  studied  the 
new  Election  Bill  the  less  he  liked  it. 
If  it  had  provided  for  proportional  re- 
presentation throughout  the  whole  Prov- 
ince there  would  have  been  no  ground  for 
complaint,  said  he,  because  "that  was  in 
the  U.  F.  A.  election  platform,"  but  as 
it  was  P.  R.  would  give  the  Government 
an  unfair  advantage  in  the  constituen- 
cies which  were  weakest,  whereas  in  the 
rural  areas,  the  majority  candidate 
would  be  assured  of  election,  and  thus 
the  Government's  position  would  be 
more  secure.  Mr.  Boyle  said  that  the 
British  Govemment,  not  considering  pro- 
portional representation  a  fitting  thing 
for  Englishmen  and  Scots,  had  "tried  it 
on  the  Irish"  in  the  new  Irish  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  in  the  same  way  the  U. 
F.  A.  Government  in  Alberta  were  "try- 
ing it  on  the  cities." 

SAME  ARGUMENTS 
AS  IN  1917 

Mr.  Boyle's  description  of  the  effect 
of  proportional  representation  provoked 
the  retort  from  Alex.  Ross,  that  after  all 
the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  former  Legislature,  when  experts 
were  brought .  from  Calgary  to  show 
members  how  the  counting  was  done,  the 
opposition  leader  apparently  did  not 
understand  the  system  any  more  than  he 
did  in  1917,  and  continued  to  use  the 
same  arguments  against  it.  W.  M. 
Davidson  of  Calgary,  remarked  that  it 
was  a  real  evidence  of  the  progress 
which  had  been  made  in  the  last  few 
years,  that  whereas  only  about  12  mem- 
bers of  the  last  Legislature  favored  pro- 
portional representation,  there  were  not 
12  members  in  the  present  Assembly 
who  were  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Boyle  urged  that  municipal  lists 
should  be  made  the  basis  of  Provincial 
election  li.sts  in  the  cities,  and  asked 
that  in  those  constituencies  the  lists 
should  be  printed.  He  also  repeatedly 
found  occasion  to  insinuate  that  the  Gov- 
ernment's intention  in  drawing  up  the 
new  act  was  to  place  opposition  candi- 
dates at  a  disadvantage,  by  a  provision 
trivmg  deputy  returning  officers  power 
to  require  any  person  whose  name  is  not 
on  the  voters'  list,  and  who  desires  to 
take  the  oath,  to  obtain  identification 
before  beinsr  allowed  to  vote.  This  pro- 
vision Mr.  Boyle  described  as  "the  most 
reprehensible  possible."  The  galleries 
were  well  filled  when  he  launched  into 
an  attack  on  the  Government,  and  de- 
clared repeatedly  that  the  bill  was  so 
framed  as  to  give  the  Govemment  side 
a  distinct  advantage  as  compared  with 
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the  opposition."  No  other  membe»r  of 
the  Assembly,  however,  sought  to  impute 
ulterior  motives  to  the  Government. 

[The  report  of  the  sitting  of  March 
11th  is  continued  on  page  9.] 

Mitchell  Clashes  With 
Independent  Member 
in  Debate 

Marshall  Realized  Degree  of  Unfairness 
to  Non-Government  Candidates  in 
Last  General  Election 


WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  12.  —  Many 
clauses  in  the  new  Election  Bill  were 
adopted  in  committee  of  the  whole  today, 
the  discussion  being  ca."ried  on  at  times 
in  tones  so  low  that  the  debate  was  quite 
unintelligible  to  the  members  of  the 
press  gallery.  All  of  the  daily  papers 
are  calling  attention  to  this  difficulty. 
The  tendency  to  speak  in  almost  inaud- 
ible whispers  is  not  unusual  in  commit- 
tee, among  members  on  all  sides  of  the 
Assembly,  and  it  greatly  increases  the 
difficulty  of  accurate  reporting. 

The  committee  decided  to  increase  the 
number  of  signatures  necessary  on  any 
nomination  paper  from  ten,  as  in  the 
f.-iginal  draft,  to  25,  on  motion  of  Gordon 
Forster,  U.  F.  A.  member  for  Hand 
Hills,  an  amendment  by  D.  H.  Galbraith, 
U.  F.  A.  member  for  Nanton,  that  the 
number  be  increased  to  50,  being  defeat- 
ed. J.  R.  Boyle  was  absent  from  the 
Assembly,  having  an  engagement  at 
Stettler,  and  C.  R.  Mitchell  asked  that 
the  discussion  of  the  act  be  postponed 
until  the  opposition  leader's  return.  To 
this  delay,  however,  the  Government 
•were  unwilling  to  consent. 

BREEZY  EPISODE  IN 
ELECTION  BILL  DEBATE 

W.  M.  Davidson  unwittingly  precipi- 
tated a  vccy  lively  discussion  when  he 
urged  the  Government  to  provide  for 
election  lists  in  cities  to  be  available  to 
voters  at  some  central  point,  as  well  as 
at  the  various  polling  places.  He  pointed 
out  that  great  difficulty  was  at  times 
experienced  in  obtaining  copies  of  these 
lists,  by  other  than  Government  candi- 
dates, and  that  occasionally  for  this 
reason,  lists  were  torn  down  from  the 
public  places  at  which  they  had  been 
posted. 

Captain  Robert  Pearson  said  the«*e  had 
been  a  feeling  in'  the  last  election  that 
duplicate  lists  were  available  for  the 
workers  for  the  party  which  was  in 
power,  and  cited  as  an  example  the  dif- 
ficulties with  which  he  himself  had  met. 
Captain  Pearson  said,  however,  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  lay  undue  emphasis  on 
past  experiences,  because  to  do  so  might 
give  rise  to  an  unprofitable  discussion, 
and  cause  some  feeling  in  the  Assembly. 

Immediately  C.  R.  Mitchell  sprang  to 
his  feet  to  protest  that  the  Calgary  Inde- 
pendent member  was  making  an  insinu- 
ation, and  then  trying  to  cut  off  discus- 
sion, and  protested  that  this  was  not  a 
fair  thing  to  do. 

NO  INSINUATION,  BUT  DIRECT 
STATEMENT,  SAYS  PEARSON 

"Neither  the  member  for  Bow  Valley 
nor  any  other  member  can  show  that  I 
ever  did  an  unsportsmanlike  thing,"  re- 
joined Captain  Pearson,  "I  have  made 
no  insinuation,  but  a  definite  statement, 


and  will  state  now  that  I  went  round  to 
the  Liberal  committee  rooms  during  the 
last  election  and  found  that  they  had 
copies  of  the  election  proclamation  before 
they  had  been  officially  ireleased." 

Mr.  Mitchell:  "The  member  has  said 
that  there  was  something  wrong,  but 
won't  make  a  charge — that  is  unsports- 
manlike." 

Captain  Pearson:  "If  it  is  sportsman- 
like for  a  Government  representative  to 
release  copies  of  the  proclamation  to  its 
own  candidate,  w?iile  withholding  it  from 
the  others,  the  memlber's  conception  of 
sportsmanship  (iiffei"s  from  mine."  The 
Calgary  member  added,  amid  much  ap- 
plause, that  this  was  not  a  case  of  mak- 
ing charges,  which  might  upset  an  elec- 
tion, but  of  stating  certain  facts,  and  the 
situation  was  not  improved  by  the 
"foolish,  childish  statements"  of  the 
member  for  Bow  Valley. 

Mr.  Mitchell:  "I'm  not  condoning 
anything  an  election  agent  may  have 
done.  The  agent  should  have  been  pun- 
ished, if  this  statement  is  right,  but  I 
am  complaining  of  a  member  making  an 
insinuation  and  then  sitting  down." 

Captain  Pearson:  "I  made  no  insinu- 
ation, but  a  direct  statement." 

UNFAIRNESS  RECOGNIZED 
BY  LIBERAL  MEMBER 

Later  in  the  afternoon  R.  C.  Marshall, 
Liberal  member  fos*  Calgary,  who  was 
not  in  the  Assembly  when  the  altercation 
took  place,  returned  to  his  place,  and 
Captain  Pearson  then  referred  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Marshall  himself,  a  short 
time  previously,  had  said  that  although 
he  was  a  Government  candidate  at  the 
last  election,  he  recognized  that  there 
was  something  wrong  and  unfair  about 
the  system.  Captain  Per^^'son  added  that 
through  the  courtesy  of  some  Liberals 
who  were  friends  of  his  he  had  been  able 
to  obtain  voters'  lists,  which  ought  to 
have  been  his  by  right. 

Mr.  Marshall:  "I  want  every  candi- 
date to  have  the  right  to  demand  a  list; 
In  the  last  election  he  could  only  obtain 
one  as  a  matter  of  courtesy." 

The  clause  concerned  was  allowed  to 
stand  over,  Mr.  Ross  saying  that  he  was 
sympathetic  to  the  suggestions  made  by 
his  colleagues  from  Calgary,  but  that  it 
would  be  a  ve-ry  difficult  matter  to  find 
a  central  place  where  lists  for  140  poll- 
ing places  could  be  made  available  to  all 
who  wished  to  see  them. 

The  act  provides  that  a  candidate 
must  be  a  resident  of  the  Province.  Dr. 
Stewart  believed  that  the  member  should 
not  hold  his  seat  unless  he  continued  to 
be-a  resident.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
this  should  be  dealt  with  under  the 
Legislative  Assembly  Act.  » 

DAVIDSON  OPPOSES 
ANY  RESTRICTION 

A  lengthy  discussion  took  place  on  an 
amendment  by  Mr.  Forster.  calling  for 
twenty-five  names  on  all  nomination 
papers.  Mr.  Davidson  believed  that  a 
man  had  as  full  a  right  to  ask  others  to 
vote  5or  him  as  he  bad  to  vote  himself, 
and  that  anything  that  might  prove  a 
restriction  should  be  guarded  against. 
Mr.  Forster,  on  the  other  hand,  thought 
it  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  public  if 
too  many  names  should  be  placed  upon 
a  ballot.  The  voter  might  exhaust  his 
patience  before  he  came  to  the  end  of 
the  list. 

F.  J.  White  said  it  might  be  difficult 
in  some  cases  to  obtain  2'5  signatures, 
while  J.  W.  Heffernan  did  not  think  50 
would  be  too  many. 


"If  there  is  no  election  deposit,  men 
will  run  who  have  no  idea  of  getting 
elected,  just  to  get  the  propaganda  and 
adve<-tisir(g,"  declared  Mr.  Marshall.  Mr. 
Galbraith  thought  100  would  not  be  an 
excessive  number  of  signatures. 

Captain  Pearson:  "Almost  anyone  can 
get  a  lot  of  signatures.  Any  man  in 
Calgary  could  get  them  if  he  had  nerve 
enough." 

The  question  being  voted  on,  the  As- 
semhly  was  equally  divided,  and  M.  C. 
McKeen,  the  chairman,  gave  his  casting 
vote  in  favor  of  25  signatures  being  re- 
quired. 

A  clause  providing  that  in  the  event 
of  a  returning  officer  being  unable 
through  some  unforeseen  cause,  to  post 
all  his  psroclamations  in  time,  he  should 
report  the  cause  of  the  delay,  was  held 
ovpr,  at  Mr.  Mitchell's  suggestion.  Mr. 
Mitchell  did  not  think  that  any  excuse 
for  failure  to  post  a  proclamation  should 
be  accep^^ed.  Mr.  Ross  indicated  that 
the  returning  officer  would  be  subject  to 
the  usual  penalties,  as  provided  under 
the  old  act,  in  any  event,  and  pointed  out 
that  under  the  old  act  the  returning  of- 
ficer under  ce.rtain  circumstances  could 
change  the_^day  of  nomination. 

R.  C.  Marshall  said  that  a  candidate 
should  be  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
voters'  list.  He  had  been  on  the  Gov- 
ernment side  at  the  last  election,  but 
realized  that  there  was  a  degree  of  un- 
fairness. 

Contending  that  it  was  a  hardship  that 
any  woman  who  was  a  British  subject 
before  marriage  should  lose  her  right  to 
vote  by  marrying  an  unnaturalized  per- 
son. W.  J.  Johnston,  Labor  (Medicine 
Hat),  asked  whether  provision  could  be 
made  for  such  women  to  vote.  The 
whole  effect  of  the  election  laws  of 
Canada,  said  Mr.  Hoadley,  was  that  only 
British  subjects  could  vote,  and  as  the 
Federal  law  stood  today,  a  woman  wfho 
married  an  alien  ceased  to  be  a  British 
subject. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Benevolent  Socie- 
ties Act  was  given  first  reading  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Brownlee. 

P.M.Christophers  Seeks 
Commission  on  Coal 
Industry  of  Alberta 

Full  Discussion  Welcomed  on  Election 
Act — Minister  Asks  for  Suggestions 
From  Body  of  Assembly 


THURSDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  13.— At  the  open- 
ing of  the  sittinsr  todav,  P.  M.  Christo- 
phers, Labor  (Rocky  Mountain),  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
under  the  Public  Innuiries  Act,  to  in- 
quire into  the  coal  industry  of  the  Prov- 
ince, including  such  matters  as  reserves, 
systems  of  mining,  grading  and  inspec- 
tion, costs  of  production,  canitalization, 
profits  and  marketing.  The  motion 
asked  that  the  commission  should  have 
power  to  summon  witnesses  to  give  evi- 
dence on  oath,  and  to  require  production 
of  documents. 

This  motion  had  been  presented  last 
year,  and  Mr.  Christophers,  in  a  well- 
delivered  speech,  declared  that  all  th« 
reasons  advanced  in  its  favor  then  were 
Valid  today.  He  called  attention  to  pre- 
( Continued  on  page  10) 
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Federal  Parliament  Discusses  National 
Issues  in  Debate  on  the  Address 

Session  Which  Gives  Promise  of  Being  Eventful  Opens  in  House  of  Commons 


By  D.  W.  WARNER,  M.P. 


In  presenting  this,  the  first  of  a  series 
of  articles  by  the  U.  F.  A.  Federal  mem- 
bers from  Alberta,  the  explanation 
should  be  made  that,  in  the  regular 
course  of  our  assignments  for  this  task, 
my  time  to  write  you  in  regard  to  Par- 
liamentary events  would  arrive  on 
August  1st  next,  but  as  our  other  Al- 
berta members  expressed  themselves  too 
busily  engaged  to  prepare  an  article  for 
your' issue  of  March  18thf  I  have  as- 
sumed that  duty  and  trust  it  will  be 
equally  as  satisfactory  to  your  i-eaders, 
although  I  realize  that  under  the  circum- 
stances it  is  not  possible  to  write  as  in- 
terestingly as  it  would  be  had  I  more 
time  at  my  disposal  and  had  Parliament 
proceeded  further  with  its  work  and  pro- 
gram. It  is  also  uncertain  as  to  whether 
Parliament  may  not  adjo»rn  before  the 
date  set  for  my  article  arrives. 

Parliament  opened  on  Thursday,  Feb- 
ruary 28th,  on  schedule  time.  The  open- 
ing was  attended  with  the  usual  pomp 
and  ceremony  incident  to  these  notable 
occasions,  which  though  regarded  as  un- 
essential by  many  yet  have  an  important 
historical  value  and  significance,  in  that 
they  illustrate  the  distinct  steps  in  the 
line  of  prog<?'ess  of  our  race  and  the  de- 
velopment they  have  achieved  in  Parlia- 
mentary Government  under  the  British 
CroviTi. 

Summons  to  Senate  Chamber 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons gathered  in  their  chamber  at  3 
o'clock  p.m.  to  await  the  three  loud  raps 
at  the  door  by  the  •  gentleman  usher,  an- 
nouncing the  messenger  from  His  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor-General,  sum- 
moning them  to  the  Senate  chamber,  to 
hear  the  speech  from  the  throne.  This 
was  rendered  in  both  the  English  and  the 
French  languages  in  keeping  with  cus- 
tom, in  the  presence  of  members  of  both 
chambers  and  of  a  notable  and  distin- 
guLshed  gathering  representing  the  social 
and  official  life  of  the  country.  A  copy 
of  the  speech  from  the  throne  was  then 
delivered  to  the  Speaker*  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  menibers  of  the  House 
then  retired  and  reassembled  in  their  own 
chamber,  where  the  customary  formal 
bill  was  introduced  to  open  the  session. 
The  opening  of  the  Senate  was  effected 
in  a  similar  manner.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons then  adjourned  until  Monday,  the 
3rd  of  March,  the  Premier  announcing 
that  the  consideration  of  the  speech  from 
the  throne  would  take  precedence  over 
all  business  until  it  was  disposed  of.  Ac- 
cordingly no  routine  business  has  as  yet 
been  undertaken  nor  will  be  until  the 
debate  on  the  speech  is  concluded.  When 
the  conclusion  may  be  reached  is  as  un- 
certain as  the  w^eather  at  Ottawa  in 
spring  time. 

The  reply  to  the  speech  from  the 
throne  was  moved  by  F.  L.  Kelly,  M.P., 
newly  elected  Liberal  member  from  the 
con.stituency  of  Cape  Breton  North,  and 
was  seconded  by  E.  A.  Lapierre,  M.P., 
representing  the  constituency  of  Nipis- 
sing,  both  cordially  endorsing  the  sjfeech 
and  receiving  compliments  for  the  skilful 
manner  in  which  they  performed  their 
tasks. 


We  publish  on  this  page  the  first  of 
a  series  of  articles  dealing  with  -the 
work  of  the  Federal  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  writer,  D.  W.  Warner, 
M.P.,  is  well  known  as  U.  F.  A.  mem- 
ber for  Strathcona. 

The  second  article,  by  L.  H.  Jelllff, 
U.  F.  A.  member  for  Lethbridge,  will 
be  published  on  April  1st,  and  will  be 
follo/ved  by  an  article  from*  the  pen 
of  E,  J.  Garland,  U.  F.  A.  member  for 
Bow  River.  Other  Alberta  members 
will  contribute  to  each  issue  duping 
the  session  of  the  Federal  Parliament. 


Meighen  Opens  Debate 
The  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Meighen 
opened  the  debate  for  the  opposition.  He 
had  apparently  4-eversed  the  Biblical  sen- 
timent and  beaten  the  plow  with  which 
he  has  been  stirring  the  vexed  surface 
of  the  country's  political  glebe,  into  a 
two-edged  sword  and  a  mighty  battle 
axe,  both  of  which  he  vdelded  with  that 
telling  skill  and  deftness  of  which  he  is 
a  master.  His  great  ability  as  a  critic 
was  never  more  strikingly  demonstrated; 
his  weakness  in  proposing  remedies  for 
present  ills  was  equally  conspicuous. 
"The  debt  must  be  reduced."  Who  did 
not  believe  it  and  had  not  urged  it  at  all 
times  and  every^vhere?  His  only  rem- 
edy was  protection — and  more  pro- 
tection, a  bitter  dose  which  the  people 
had  taken  for  fifty  years  to  their  loss 
and  sorrow,  and  of  doubtful  advantage 
even  to  its  beneficiaries  which  have 
undo.?  this  system  proven  unable  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  people  and  assert  that 
they  a.ve  in  a  sinking  condition  in  spite 
of  the  protection  and  nursing  they  have 
enjoyed. 

Mr.  Meighen  was  answered  by  the 
Pi-eniier,  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  Mackenzie 
King.  He  presented  a  mass  of  figures 
relative  to  the  public  debt  asserting  that 


D.  W.  WARNER,  M.P. 


the  opposition  when  in  office  had  failed 
to  meet  any  part  of  the  capital  debt  of 
the  war  during  the  war  period  and  w-ere 
blamable  in  not  providing  by  p4-oper 
methods  of  taxation  the  means  fordoing 
this,  in  part  at  least,  at  a  time  when 
money  was  being  made  by  those  engaged 
in  manufacturing  war  supplies  and  ma- 
terials, and  when  millions  of  money  were 
being  piled  up  in  other  lines  as  well.  He 
claimed  to  the  credit  of  the  administra- 
tion a  substantial  ftduction  in  the  civi] 
service  and  considerable  savings  effected 
in  other  lines  aind  assured  Parliament  of 
continued  ret.i-enchments  to  the  full  ex- 
tent consistent  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
public  service.  He  also  claimed  that 
when  the  reports  of  the  current  fiscal 
year  were  completed  they  would  indicate 
that  the  Government  would  be  able  to 
present  to  Parliament  a  balanced  budget 
— the  first  since  1912-13.  He  pointed  out 
the  heritage  of  immense  indebtedness 
which  had  been  handed  down  by  the  pre- 
vious administrations  and  that  the  fixed 
charges  of  interest  had  been  so  ge-eat 
as  to  render  it -extremely  difficult  to  ef- 
fect the  results  and  changes  which  his 
Government  and  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try were  anxious  to  see  brought  aboutr 

He  called  attention  to  the  statement 
in  the  address  of  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  again  bring  in  measures 
for  the  construction  of  branch  lines  of 
•railway,  which  were  defeated  in  the  Sen- 
ate last  year.  He  also  emphasized  the 
purpose  of  the  Govemment  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  rates  for  shipment  on  the 
lakes  and  ocean,  and  to  exert  their  every 
influence  to  secure  a  reduction  in  the 
same  for  the  advantage  of  the  western 
grain  growers.  He  intimated  that  im- 
plements of  production  generally  would 
be  placed  on  the  free  list,  in  the  coming 
budget.  These  were  a  part  of  the  pro- 
gram as  presented  in  Mr.  King's  ad- 
dress, and  upon  which  he  appealed  to  the 
Progressives  for  support. 

Robert  Forkr 

Mr.  King  was  followed  by  the  leader 
of  the  Progressives,  Robert  Forke,  M.P. 
M**.  Forke's  address  was  filled  with  good, 
homely,  sound  sense,  offered  many  prac- 
tical suggestions,  was  honest  and 
straightforward,  and  was  the  moi'e  ef- 
fective in  that  it  avoided  and  ignored  the 
thrusts  for  political  effect  which  char- 
acterized some  of  the  earlier  speeches. 
His  suggestions  would,  I  think,  con- 
tribute much  to  the  solution  of  many  of 
our  problems,  and  without  doubt  left  a 
very  favc.^-able  impression  on  the  House. 

J.  S.  Woodsworth,  M.P.  of  Centre  Win- 
nipeg, succeeded  Mr.  Forke.  He  repre- 
sented the  viewpoint  of  Labor  and  withal 
made  a  telling  speech  from  their  stand- 
point. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Forke's  sensible 
.speech,  outstanding  addresses  were  made 
by  two  other  Progressive  members,  B. 
W.  Fansher,  M.P.  for  Lambton  East, 
Ont.,  and  Rev.  T.  W.  Bird,  M.P.  for  Nel- 
son, Man._  As  the  space  allotted  me  will 
not  permit  comment  on  these  speeches 
I  will  trust  to  my  colleagues  to  feature 
them  in  future  articles  should  they 
choose  to  do  so. 
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Enthusiasm  for  U.F.A. 
and  Wheat  Pool 

Carl    Axelson    States    Much  Interest 
Aroused  on  Empress-Bassano 
Branch 


Editcr,  "The  U.  F.  A." 

After  having  addressed  eight  meetings 
along  the  C.  P.  R.  Empress-Bassano 
branch  in  the  interest  of  the  U.  F.  A.  and 
the  Wheat  Pool,  I  can  state  that  well  at- 
tended meetings  have  'been  held,  at  which 
deep  interest  and  much  enthusiasm  have 
been  manifested.  The  Locals  as  a  rule 
are  in  charge  of  intelligent  and  able  of- 
ficers, anct  the  sentiment  that  predomi- 
nates our  movement  in  this  district  is 
decidedly  progressive.  •  The  manner  in 
which  the  most  prog.ressive  ideas  along 
economic  and  sociological  questions  wei'e 
received  was  a  most  encouraging  sign  of 
future  possibilities. 

At  some  of  the  meetings  new  members 
were  secured  and  at  Jenner  a  new  U.F.A. 
Local  started  with  eight  members.  The 
roll  for  signing  up  in  this  Local  will  be 
kept  open  to  Karch  21st,  which  is  the 
date  set  for  the  next  meeting,  and  Mar- 
tin Post  of  Jenner,  is  sec«retary  pro  tem. 

CARL  AXELSON. 

Bingville,  Alta.  ^ 
 0  

Urge  Drive  in  East 
Calgary  Riding 

Constituency  Organization  Aims  to  Bring 
Membership  Up  to  One  Hundred 
Per  Cent. 


Writing  under  date  of  March  14th  to 
all  U.  F.  A.  and  U.  F.  W.  A.  Locals  in 
the  East  Calgary  Federal  Constituency, 
S.  J.  Ewing,  president,  and  A.  C.  Scratch, 
secretary,  of  the  Federal  Constituency 
Association,  dwell  upon  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  membership  in  this  constit- 
uency organization  one  hundred  per  cent, 
strong. 

"We  can  do  better,  more  efficient  and 
more  aggressive  work  if  each  Local 
would  give  attention  to  this,  matter,  and 
not  have  our  work  handicapped  for  lack 
of  funds,"  state  the  writers.  "The  fee 
is  only  25  cents  for  each  member — 
about  two  cents  per  month.  So  little,  yet 
it  means  so  much. 

"There .is  every  p«rospect  for  a  success- 
ful year  and  inci-eased  membership  for 
the  U.  F.  A.,  and  hope  that  East  Calgary 
will  lead  in  that  increase.  The  U.  F.  A. 
as  a  strong  virile  force  is  more  conspic- 
uous in  Alberta  today  than  it  ever  was. 

"Put  on  a  membership  drive,  and  see 
what  can  be  done." 

Be  Ready  to  Sign  Egg 
and  Poultry  Pool 
Contracts 

Mrs.  Scholefield  Advises  U.  F.  W.  A> 
Locals  to  Study  Problem  and  Form 
Their  Marketing  Committees 


Mrs.  H.  E.  G.  H.  Scholefield,  convener 
of  the  Marketing  Committee  of  the  U.  F. 
W.  A.,  writes  "The  U.  F.  A."  as  follows: 

From  the  date  of  my  first  appoint- 
ment as  convener  of  Marketing  for  the 
U.  F.  W.  A.,  when  I  seriously  began  to 
study  our  problems,  particularly  the 
selling  of  our  eggs  and  poultry,  I  have 


felt  that  in  co-operative  marketing  only 
could  we  succeed  in  ou<r  aim  to  make  our 
by-products  a  paying  proposition. 

The  low  price  we  got  for  our  eggs  last 
.summer,  and  for  our  turkeys  in  the  fall, 
was  a  further  proof  that  to  dump  our 
goods  on  to  a  market  that  could  not.  ab- 
sorb them  at  a  fair  price,  was  a  fallacy. 
In  real  co-ope<-ative  marketing  we  can 
send  our  products  to  the  consumer  who 
wants  them,  and  will  pay  for  what  he 
wants.  We  can  supply  a  large  enough 
market  to  command  a  fair  price,  and  we 
women  must  now  concentrate  on  being 
able  to  supply  that  demand  with  first- 
class  produce.  As  long  as  the  market  is 
flooded  with  inferior  stuff  we  cannot  get 
top  price  fc<r  our  No.  1  goods.  So  let 
us  all  co-operate  not  only  in  marketing 
but  in  producing.  Let  us  see  that  Al- 
berta goes  on  adding  to  countries,  as 
satisfied  customers,  who  will  demand  her 
products  knowing-  that  they  vdll  always 
get  the  best  possible. 

The  Marketing  Committee  is  working 
on  the  scheme  for  an  Egg  and  Poultry 
Pool,  as  our  women  at  the  Convention 
desi.red,  and  we  hope  and  believe  we  are 
going  to  solve  the  problem;  but  the 
women  who  went  home  to  their  Locals 
from  that  Convention  have  also^  their 
work  to  do,  in  getting  their  districts 
ready  for  that  scheme.  And  my  message 
to  all  women  interested  in  the  better 
marketing  of  their  products  (and  who  is 
not?)  is,  GET  BUSY,  and  if  they  have 
not  already  done  so,  appoint  their  Mar- 
keting Committee,  study  the  question 
from  all  angles,  and  so  be  *.-eady  for  the 
Pool,  and  to  sign  the  contracts  when 
they  are  put  out. 

 o  

A.  Chard,  Freight  Traffic  Supervisor  for 
the  Provincial  Government,  is  representing 
the  Government  at  tho  hearing  on  express 
rates  before  the  Railway  Commissioners  at 
Ottawa. 

 o  

CHARGE     PROPAGANDA  REASON 
FOR  MOTION  ON  THE  REVENUE 
TAX 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

OPPOSITION  LEADER'S 
MAIN  CONTENTION 

Mr.  Boyle's  contention  was  that  if  the 
deputy  returning  officer,  appointed  by  the 
Government,  had  power  to  challenge  a  voter, 
as  provided  for  in  the  bill,  and  to  require 
him  to  produce  identification,  this  would 
place  in  the  officer's  hands  a  means  of  pre- 
venting qualified  voters  from  registering 
their  franchise.  "It  is  easy  to  see  what  the 
design  of  this  bill  is,"  said  Mr.  Boyle.  "The 
deputy  returning  officer  can  compel  all 
voters  to  take  the  oath,  if  he  likes."  The 
consequent  delays  might  prevent  many  who 
were  entitled  to  vote  from  doing  so.  The 
bill,  said  Mr.  Boyle,  gave  powers  to  the 
deputy  returning  officer  which  were  form- 
erly possessed  by  the  scrutineer. 

P.  M.  Christophers,  Labor  (Rocky  Moun- 
tain), asked  whether  Mr.  Boyle  believed  that 
the  deputy  returning  officer  would  try  to 
stop  people  from  voting  by  compelling  them 
to  take  the  oath,  if  he  knew  they  were  en- 
titled to  do  so,  the  opposition  leader  reply- 
ing that  it  would  be  better  if  the  officer 
were  only  a  referee  between  parties,  the 
scrutineers  challenging  votes  in  behalf  of 
either  candidate.  He  objected  to  a  prin- 
ciple which,  he  said,  ran  through  the  whole 
bill,  in  respect  to  this  power  of  deputy  re- 
turning officers. 

Mr.  Christophers:  "To  my  knowledge  a 
deputy  returning  officer  under  the  old  act 
sent  boys  13  years  old  to  get  into  long  pants 
so  they  could  vote." 

Attention  was  called  by  Alex.  Ross  to 
section  167  of  the  old  act,  which  gave  the 
deputy  returning  officer  the  right  to  re- 
quire a  voter  to  take  the  oath,  as  in  the 
new  act.  Section  169  of  the  old  act  also 
provides  that  where  a  deputy  returning  of- 
ficer has  reason  to  believe  that  a  person 


offering  to  vote  is  not  a  qualified  voter,  the 
officer  shall  administer  the  oath,  "whether 
he  is  required  to  do  so  or  not." 

Mr.  Boyle  concluded  his  criticism  of  the 
bill  by  calling  attention  to  a  clause  in  the 
new  act  which  limited  the  number  of 
scrutineers  to  two,  and  urged  that  there 
should  be  no  limit  on  the  number,  as  some 
might  fail  to  keep  their  engagements  to 
appear  at  the  polling  place. 
DONATIONS  BY  CANDIDATE 
ARE  "CORRUPT  PRACTICES" 

Expressing  pleasure  that  the  Government 
had  introduced  a  provision  forbidding  any 
candidate  after  nomination  to  pay  or  prom- 
ise any  subscription  or  donation  to  any  re- 
ligious, charitable  or  philanthropic  or  other 
society,  W.  M.  Davidson  .said  that  city  mem- 
bers who  were  at  all  times  being  called  upon 
to  make  payments  of  this  kind,  would  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  these  payments  were 
to  be  classified  as  "corrupt  practices."  He 
thought  the  plan  of  enumeration,  which  was 
being  continued  in  the  new  bill,  was  an  ex- 
cellent one,  in  that  it  provided  every  oppor- 
tunity for  those  who  were  entitled  to  vote, 
to  do  so.  Under  the  bill  no  red  tape  would 
prevent  a  qualified  elector  from  voting.  The 
election  deposit,  "a  relic  of  barbarism",  was 
being  abolished.  Some  questions  raised  by 
the  leader  of  the  opposition  deserved  con- 
sideration, but  Mr.  Davidson  was  surprised 
that  the  Liberal  leader  could  rise  after  all 
the  public  education  in  the  principles  of 
proportional  representation,,  and  describe  it 
as  a  plan  whereby  tbe  majority  were  given 
into  the  hands  of  a  minority.  The  principle 
which  it  made  effective  was  simply  this — 
that  the  majority  ruled,  but  the  minority 
had  its  rights.  Blr.  Boyle  had  said  tjiat 
proportional  representation  would  create 
groups.  The  actual  situation  was  that  the 
groups  had  arrived,  and  there  was  as  yet 
no  proportional  representation.  Calgary 
municipal  experience  had  shown  that  the 
strong  groups  gained  under  P.  R.,  while  the 
chances  of  independents  were  lessened.  That 
was  the  one  disquieting  thing,  the  one  cur- 
ious difficulty  which  had  arisen. 

Mr.  Davidson  said  his  impression  was  that 
proportional  representation  was  not  forced 
on  the  Irish  by  the  English,  but  that  the 
Irish  demanded  it  and  got  it.  He  believed 
that  P.  R.  should  be  applied  to  the  whole 
'  Province,  and  not  the  large  cities  only.  A 
chance  for  minority  representation  should 
be  given  in  the  rural  districts.  In  general 
the  bill  was  very  satisfactory,  fair,  and  well 
prepared,  and  no  doubt  everybody  would 
vote  for  the  second  reading. 

Dr.  Stewart,  Independent  Conservative 
(Lethbridge),  called  attention  to  one  or  two 
things  which  he  believed  should  be  provided 
for.  It  should  be  stipulated  that  a  member 
of  the  Assembly  should  be  a  member  only 
so  long  as  he  was  a  resident  of  the  Prov- 
ince, and  that  no  member  should  be  allowed 
to  sit  for  more  than  one  seat.  Provision 
should  be  made  for  the  calling  of  by-elec- 
tions within  a  specified  time  after  the  oc- 
currence of  a  vacancy. 
ROSS  WELCOMES  SUGGESTIONS 
FROM   THE  ASSEMBLY 

Mr.  Ross  said  he  did  not  take  Mr.  Boyle's 
objections  very  seriously,  and  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  old  act  was  fol- 
lowed almost  clause  by  clause.  The  cities 
had  been  experimenting  with  proportional 
representation  and  had  no  de^re  to  depart 
from  it,  but  in  rural  constituencies  which 
covered  a  large  area  it  was  more  difficult 
to  apply.  Peace  River,  Athabasca,  Beaver 
River,  St.  Paul,  Pembina  and  Grouard  in 
the  last  election  cast  only  as  many  votes 
combined  as  the  city  of  Edmonton.  There 
was  no  desire  to  rush  the  bill,  and  he  would 
be  glad  of  suggestions  and  amendments  in 
committee.  With  reference  to  the  statement 
that  P.  R.  unduly  encouraged  groups,  he 
cited  the  experience  of  Italy,  which  had  17 
Parliamentary  groups  in  1919,  before  tho' 
system  was  adopted,  and  only  six  after  its 
introduction. 

The  Assembly  considered  in  committee 
a  bill  to  amend  the  Irrigation  Districts  Act, 
holding  it  over  for  further  consideration  of 
a  clause  which  provides  that  bridges  except 
highway  bridges  shall  be  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner  of  the  land.  Dr.  Stew- 
art thought  that  this  would  work  a  hardship 
to  the  man  who  received  no  benefit  from  a 
ditch  running  through  his  field. 
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PROVINCIAL  TREASURER  IN  BUDGET 
SPEECH  CALLS  FOR  REMOVAL  OF 
TARIPT  ON  IMPLEMENTS 
(Continued  from  page  1)  ' 
production.  At  the  present  time,  when  there 
is  practically  no  recession  from  the  high 
price  level  of  war  times,  and  when  so  great 
a  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  crop  must 
be  utilized  in  the  liquidation,  partial  or 
otherwise,  of  accumulated  indebtedness,  the 
tariff  becomes  a  burden  which  can  no  longer 
be  borne.  I  for  one  think  the  time  has 
come  when  the  Dominion  Government  should 
take  steps  to  prevent  further  exploitation 
of  the  farming  community  in  this  way.  We 
should  at  least  make  a  beginning  in  tariff 
reform  by  removing  the  duty  entirely  from 
farm  machinery. 

"The  reports  from  Ottawa  indicate  that 
this  question  is  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Dominion  Government,  and  I  would 
commend  it  to  their  serious  consideration  as 
being  one  of  the  outstanding  needs  of  the 
West." 

LOOK  TO  DOMINION 
FOR  RELIEF 

Speaking  of  the  necessity  for  a  substantial 
reduction  in  freight  rates,  both  on  the  West- 
ern and  Eastern  routes,  the  Minister  said: 
"Farming  operations  cannot  be  continued 
indefinitely  unless  they  are  more  profitable 
than  they  have  been  in  recent  years.  The 
grievances  of  the  farmers  of  the  West  must 
be  remedied,  and  we  look  with  assurance  to 
the  Dominion  Government  for  relief." 
 0  

17  Good  Reasons  Why 
Farmers  Should  Sign 
Pool  Contract 

The  Wheat  Pool  Drive  started  yesterdaj'. 
Here  are  17  good  reasons  why  farmers  who 
have  not  already  signed  the  contract  should 
do  so  NOW: 

1.  It  is  good  business  any  way  you  look 
at  it. 

2.  It  will  insure  that  your  name  is  re- 
ceived in  time  to  be  entered  on  our  1924 
membership  lists  and  that  you  will  receive 
a  ballot  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  Section  three  (3)  of  the  By- 
Laws  provides  that  the  membership  list 
must  be  compiled,  printed  and  sent  out  to 
each  member  of  the  Association  together 
with  his  ballot  card  before  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  May  in  each  year. 

3.  Every  acre  signed  into  the  Pool  in- 
creases the  bargaining  powers  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  in  makin?  arrangements  for  the 
coming  season's  business,  and  makes  the 
Pool  a  bigger  factor  in  getting  value  for  our 
wheat. 

4.  He  that  is  not  with  the  Pool  is  against 
it  inasmuch  as  he  is  allowing  his  product  to 
go  on  an  open  market  thereby  making  it 
more  difficult  for  the  Pool  to  centralize  the 
marketing  and  control  the  flow  of  wheat  so 
as  to  prevent  a  glut. 

5.  There  is  nothing  a  non-Pool  farmer 
can  do  with  his  wheat  that  the  Pool  mem- 
ber is  not  privileged  to  do  also — except  to 
dump  it  on  the  market.  The  individual  has 
been  proved  a  bad  seller  as  a  general  rule. 

6.  The  Pool  does  not  prevent  a  member 
from  selling  wheat  for  seed  or  feed  to  his 
neighbors.  Permits  may  be  secured  for  this 
pur_poap. 

7.  The  regulations  of  the  Pool  are  suffi- 
ciently elastic  to  meet  the  requirements  and 
yet  not  so  loose  as  to  lend  themselves  to 
abuse  by  possible  unscrupulous  members. 

8.  Sierning  a  contract  now  does  not  neces- 
sarily bind  you  to  deliver  to  the  Pool  any 
portion  of  your  1923  crop  which  you  may 
have  on  hand.  By  dating  your  contract 
August  first.  1024.  it  will  not  come  into 
force  or  effect  until  that  date. 

9.  By  signing  now  you  may,  if  you  wish, 
market  the  remainder  of  your  i923  crop 
through  the  Pool  and  receive  the  same  price 
at  the  end  of  the  season  as  all  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Pool  for  a  like  quality  and  grade 
of  wheat.  To  do  this  you  should  date  vour 
contract  AS  AT  THE  DATE  IT  IS  SIGNED, 
and  it  will  become  immediately  effective. 

(Continued  on  pag»  14) 
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Commission  on  the  coal  industry  in  Great 
Britain,  and  by  a  committee  of  investigation 
in  the  United  States.  He  contended  that 
coal  was  as  much  a  public  utility  as  gas 
or  railways,  and  that  there  should  be  no 
secrets  about  its  operations,  wages  paid, 
and  other  financial  matters. 

Dealing  with  the  question  of  the  Ontario 
markets,  and  the  bearing  of  production 
costs  upon  this  matter,  Mr.  Christophers 
said  that  the  average  earnings  of  employees 
in  mines  producing  domestic  coal  in  Alberta 
were  $7.50  per  day  (the  higher  wages  were 
in  steam  coal  mines).  The  value  of  the 
daily  production  per  miner  in  the  United 
States  was  $34.98y2,  and  in  Alberta 
$46.94.  Deducting  $7.50  from  $46.94  left 
$39.44,  which  would  seem  to  be  enough  to 
take  care  of  all  other  charges. 

DIVIDENDS  OF  ALBERTA 
MINES  UNKNOWN 

Mr.  Christophers  pointed  out  that  the  divi- 
dends earned  by  Alberta  mines  were  not 
made  known.  The  Government,  the  Assem- 
bly and  the  public  had  a  right  to  know  the 
facts.  He  extended  the  scope  of  his  motion 
to  include  in  the  inquiry  such  matters  as 
costs  of  living,  closed  towns,  sanitary  con- 
dition of  camps,  etc. 

Premier  Greenfield  adjourned  the  debate, 
giving  assurance  that  it  would  be  continued 
tomorrow. 

When,  in  discussion  of  the  new  Election 
Bill-  J.  R.  Boyle  repeated  his  attack  on  Sec- 
tion 65,  which  instructs  deputy  returning  of- 
ficers to  administer  the  oath  to  persons  who 
he  has  reason  to  believe  are  not  qualified 
voters,  Alex.  Ross,  the  Minister  in  charge, 
read  section  1S9  of  the  old  act,  passed  by  the 
Government  in  which  Mr.  Boyle  was  Attor- 
ney-General, and  showed  that  the  two 
clauses  were  in  effect  identical  and  practi- 
cally the  same  in  wording.  Premier  Greenfield 
pointed  out  that  it  was  this  clause,  inserted 
by  the  rid  Government,  upon  which  the 
opposition  leader,  two  days  previously,  had 
based  an  assault  on  the  U.  F.  A.  Govern- 
ment. On  that  occasion  Mr.  Boyle  charged 
that  the  Government  had  Introduced  a  new 
principle  Into  their  bill,  in  order  that  deputy 
returning  officers  appointed  by  themselves 
might  interfere  with  the  voters  on  election 
day, 

"DIDN'T  KNOW  IT 
WAS  IN  THE  ACT" 

Mr.  Boyle:  "I  didn't  Know  iTiat  was  In 
the  old  act.    I  don't  believe  in  it." 

Mr.  Ross:  "The  difference  between  the 
old  act  and  the  new  is  that  under  the  old 
the  enumerators  might  leave  off  the  names 
of  any  persons  they  desired,  while  under  the 
new  act.  If  the  enumerator  does  this  he  is 
subject  to  a  penalty." 

Mr.  Boyle:  "Penalties  under  the  act  don't 
prevent  violation.  It  Is  no  use  assuming 
that  penalties  are  going  to  ensure  correct 
enumeration." 

"Is  it  not  conceivable  that  a  returning 
officer  might  conscientiously  seek  to  allow 
those  to  vote  who  are  qualified  and  prevent 
the  unqualified  from  voting?"  asked  Mr. 
Hoadley,  who  added  that  the  prime  purpose 
of  any  election  act  was  to  assure  this.  "To 
say,  as  the  honorable  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion does,  that  if  the  enumerators  do  not 
interfere,  the  deputy  returning  officer  shall 
sit  back  and  silently  permit  a  man  to  vote 
who  he  knows  has  no  right  to  do  so,  is 
absurd." 

Mr.  Boyle  did  not  discuss  this  matter 
further  at  this  point,  but  went  on  to  urge 
that  in  cities,  the  municipal'  lists  should  be 
used  as  the  basis  of  the  voters'  list  in  Pro- 
vincial elections,  and  that  the  list  should 
be  printed. 

ACT  VERY  FAIR, 
SAYS  MRS.  McCLUNG 

Mrs.  McCIung,  Liberal  (Edmonton),  be- 
lieved that  90  per  cent,  of  the  abuses  In 
elections  arose  from  the  swearing  in  of 
votes,  and  thought  it  might  be  well  to  pro- 
vide that  no  person  should  vote  whose  name 
was  not  on  the  list.  While  she  made  this 
suggestion  she  believed  that  the  act  was 
very  fair,  and  splendid  legislation,  and 
that  every  precaution  was  being  taken  in  It, 
as  far  as  possible  to  prevent  abuse. 


"I  am  sorry  to  disagree  with  the  honor- 
able lady  member,"  said  Mr.  Boyle.  "I  have 
not  the  same  kind  of  confidence  that  she 
has,  or  confidence  in  the  splendid  kind  of 
men  who  will  prepare  the  lists." 

Mr.  Ross  explained  that  the  object  of  al- 
lowin.g  persona  to  sWear  in  their  votes  on 
election  day  was  twofold.  In  the  first  place 
their  names  might  have  been  left  off  the 
lists  inadvertently,  and  in  the  second  place, 
they  might  not  have  become  qualified  by 
residence  or  age  when  the  lists  were  pre- 
pared, but  might  be  qualified  on  election 
day. 

"The  Minister's  explanation,"  said  Mrs. 
McClung,  "Is  satisfactory  to  me." 

Mr.  Boyle:  "Any  trouble  can  be  obviated 
by  having  a  printed  list." 

Mr.  Ross:  "Then  why  did  not  my  honor- 
able friend  provide  a  printed  list  when  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Government?  There 
was  every  provision  in  the  act,  which  was 
never  taken  advantage  of."  Mr.  Ross 
pointed  out  that  the  preparation  of  a  printed 
Hst  would  involve  very  great  expense. 

ELECTION    DEPOSIT  NOT 
TO  BE  ELIMINATED 

A  protest  against  the  elimination  of  the 
election  deposit  was  entered  by  A.  L.  San- 
ders, U.  F.  A.  (Stettler),  who  contended  that 
candidates  would  tend  to  become  too  numer- 
ous under  the  new  plan.  He  moved  that 
an  election  deposit  be  provided  for,  leaving 
the  amount  to  be  decided  later.  George 
Mills,  Liberal  (Athabasca),  agreed,  saying 
that  if  It  were  too  easy  for  a  man  to  become 
a  candidate,  self-advertisers  would  make  the 
most  of  every  election.  Mr.  Boyle,  while 
admitting  that  the  deposit  was  not  theoreti- 
cally democratic,  said  it  would  prevent  In- 
sane people  from  allowing  their  names  to 
encumber  the  ballot. 

Gordon  Forster  said  he  would  agree  to  the 
restoration  of  the  deposit,  provided  It  were 
not  returned  to  any  of  the  candidates.  He 
was  against  the  practice  whereby  a  man 
gambled  $100  that  he  would  get  a  certain 
number  of  votes.  He  thought  a  deposit  at 
a  low  figure  might  be  paid  in  respect  to 
every  candidate,  and  not  returned.  Refer- 
ring to  a  statement  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  that  his 
deposit  "paid  his  election  expenses,"  Mr. 
Forster  said  his  were  all  paid  by  the  organ- 
ization to  which  he  was  responsible. 

The  principle  of  the  deposit  was  accepted, 
the  Assembly  tieing  20  to  20,  and  upon 
Nelson  S.  Smith  (who  was  in  the  chair  In 
the  absence  of  Mr.  McKeen  owing  to  illness), 
casting  his  A'ote  in  its  favor.  The  Cabinet 
were  divided 

Alex.  Moore  received  no  supporters  In  the 
Assembly,  for  a  motion  that  the  deposit 
should  be  paid  by  candidates  who  were  not 
nominated"  by  a  convention,  and  not  paid  in 
respect  to  candidates  who  were  nominees  of 
a  convention.  His  proposal,  however,  called 
forth  from  R.  C.  Marshall,  the  Liberal  mem- 
ber from  Calgary,  a  speech  in  which  he  de- 
nounced the  U.  F.  A.,  saying  that  they  were 
employing  steam  roller  tactics,  and  that 
they  would  no  doubt  like,  "deep  down  in 
their  hearts",  to  put  something  in  the  act  to 
provide  that  any  person  not  nominated  by  a 
U.  F.  A.  convention  should  put  up  a  de- 
posit, but  not  the  U.  F.  A. 

MARSHALL'S  REMARKS 
PROVOKE  PROTEST 

Mr.  Marshall's  outburst  provoked  many 
protests  from  the  U.  F.  A.  side  of  the  As- 
sembly, and  the  protests  were  quite  evi- 
dently inspired  by  somewhat  strong  feel- 
ing, this  kind  of  attack,  apparently,  being 
unexpected  from  this  quarter.  Mr.  Matheson 
reminded  the  Calgary  member  of  the  old 
saying,  "Evil  be  to  him  who  evil  thinks," 
asserted  that  any  individual  had  a  right  to 
have  his  name  placed  in  nomination  if  he 
wished  to  do  so,  and  that  Mr.  Marshall's 
remarks  were  the  poorest  kind  of  help  for 
independent  members,  and  the  Assemblv 
passed  on  to  the  consideration  of  other 
matters. 

F.  J.  White  asked  that  some  provision  be 
made  for  polls  to  be  taken  in  hospitals,  for 
the  benefit  of  patients  and  staff  The  mat- 
ter was  left  over  for  consideration. 

The  Assembly  discussed  at  considerable 
length  a  proposal  by  W.  G.  Johnston,  and 
the  Labor  group  as  a  whole,  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  miners  to  vote  at  ad- 
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vance  polls.  The  hours  for  voting  on  elec- 
tion day  as  set  in  the  bill  are  from  9  a.m. 
to  8  p.m.  in  cities,  and  from  9  a.m.  till  5 
p.m.  elsewhere,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that 
miners  might  have  difficulty  in  voting  dur- 
ing these  latter  hours.  Mr.  Boyle  suggested 
that  polls  should  ojose  at  6  o'clock  at  rural 
polls  and  5  o'clock  in  cities,  because  the 
early  returns  in  the  country  might  influence 
the  late  polled  vote  in  the  cities. 

To  allow  miners  to  vote  at  advance  polls, 
said  Mr.  Ross,  would  mean  a  very  great 
change  in  these  polls,  which  were  only  in- 
tended to  provide  for  a  limited  number  of 
voters.  This  matter,  and  certain  other 
questions  relating  to  the  number  of  free 
hours  which  employees  must  be  allowed, 
with  pay,  on  voting  day,  were  left  over. 
.  Mr.  Davidson  believed  that  it  was  an  impo- 
sition on  employers  in  cities  for  these  hours 
to  be  allowed  with  pay,  since  the  polls  were 
open  until  8  p.m. 

After  a  protest  by  J.  R.  Boyle  against  a 
provision  in  the  Election  Act  whereby  any 
candidate,  agent  or  voter  or  the  deputy  re- 
turning officer,  "if  he  has  reason  to  believe 
that  a  person  offering  to  vote  is  not  a 
qualified  voter,  or  has  already  voted,  or  is 
tendering  his  vote  under  a  false  name  or 
designation  or  representing  himself  falsely 
as  being  on  the  liist,  may  demand  that  the 
oath  be  taken,"  this  provision  was  agreed 
to  without  division.  Mr.  Boyle's  objection 
was  that  the  deputy  returning  officer  should 
only  be  allowed  to  challenge  the  voter  where 
there  was  no  official  agent.  Perren  Baker 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  principle  em- 
bodied in  the  clause  was  a  sound  one. 

Clause  67  of  the  bill  provides  that  a  deputj 
returning  officer  may  require  a  voter  (at 
the  request  of  an  agent  or  candidate,  or  on 
the  D.  R.  O.'s  own  authority  if  he  has  any 
doubts  that  a  person  applying  for  a  vote  is 
qualified),  to  be  identified  by  some  "known 
elector  of  the  polling  sub-division."  The 
person  applying  for  the  vote  may  leave  the 
polling  place  and  return  accompanied  by 
such  elector,  and  obtain  identification.  He 
may  then  take  the  oath,  and  vote,  the  word 
"sworn"  being  entered  In  the  poll  book,  and 
after  it  the  name  of  the  elector  who  identi- 
fies him. 

SEES  DANGER  IN 
REVISED  CLAUSE 

W.  M.  Davidson  saw  some  danger  in  this 
clause,  because  it  did  not  provide  for  the 
placing  of  the  "sworn"  vote  in  a  separate 
envelope,  as  under  the  old  act.  In  a  hard 
fought  election,  an  unscrupulous  deputy  re- 
turning officer  might  refuse  to  recognize  a 
"known  elector"  as  being  in  reality  a 
"known"  person,  and  so  prevent  persons 
from  voting  who  were  entitled  to  do  so.  The 
old  act.  though  more  cumbersome,  was 
safer,  said  Mr.  Davidson,  in  this  respect — 
that  a  man  who  took  the  oath  could  vote 
In  any  event,  his  right  to  have  his  vote 
counted  being  determined  later,  when  the 
separate  envelopes  were  opened.  The  clause 
as  drafted  would  provide  no  means  for  re- 
dress. On  the  other  hand,  the  unscrupulous 
D.  R.  O.  might  accept  the  identification  of 
other  persons  who  were  not  entitled  to  vote. 
But  favored  his  side  in  the  contest. 

The  new  clause  was  regarded  by  W.  C. 
Smith,  U.  F.  A.  (Redcliff),  as  one  of  the 
best  in  the  bill.  Under  the  old  system  a 
stranger  might  come  into  the  polling  booth, 
take  the  oath  and  vote  and  disappear.  The 
new  plan  would  prevent  plugging.  Mr. 
Davidson  remarked  that  the  vote,  if  chal- 
lenged, woiild  not  be  counted  until  it  had 
been  proved. 

Mr.  Smith  cited  a  case  of  abuse  under  the 
old  act,  in  his  own  constituency,  where  at 
a  polling  place  where  there  were  only  six 
names  on  the  list,  20  persons  voted,  most 
of  whom  were  brought  in  from  a'  railway 
gang  20  miles  away.  They  succeeded  in 
voting  because  one  party  in  the  election  had 
no  agent  at  the  polling  place  to  protect  his 
Interest. 

Captain  Pearson  supported  Mr.  Davidson's 
contention,  seeing  danger  In  the  clause,  and 
Mr.  Boyle  took  a  similar  view. 

The  intention  of  the  act,  Mr.  Ross  ex- 
plained, was  to  make  sure  that  anyone  en- 
titled to  vote  should  be  able  to  do  so. 
Under  the  old  act,  if  the  enumerators  or 
the  D.  R.  O.  were  partial  and  unscrupulous, 
they  might  leave  names  off  the  list.  Then, 
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if  a  voter  whose  name  had  been  left  off, 
tried  to  vote,  he  wa.s  sworn,  and  his  vote 
placed  in  a  separate  envelope,  and  he  had 
to  appear  subsequently  and  prove  his  quali-. 
fications,  and  this  might  present'  serious 
difficulties.  The  clause  was  drafted  with 
the  intention  of  preventing  unscrupulous 
enumerators  and  scrutineers  from  interfer- 
ing with  a  voter's  rights. 
FIRST  CLEARWATER 
BY-ELECTION 

George  MacLachlan,  U.  F.  A.  (Pembina), 
said  that  in  the  first  Clearwater  election  42 
votes  had  been  cast  for  the  Liberal.  38  for 
the  Conservative  and  21  for  the  Independent 
candidate,  while  there  were  six  disputed 
ballots  in  the  box.  It  was  finally  decided 
that  these  should  be  counted,  and  the  six 
voters  whose  votes  had  been  tied  up  took 
affidavits  that  they  voted  for  the  Conse^-va- 
tive.  An  order  was  made  that  they  be 
counted,  but  not  carried  out  to  this  day,  and 
a  Liberal  had  sat  in  the  Assembly  for  four 
years  who,  if  the  affidavits  were  truly 
sworn,  was  not  rightly  entitled  to  be  there. 

"If  anything  wrong  were  done  in  Clear- 
water, it  was  not  on  account  of  the  statute, 
but  in  violation  of  it,"  said  Mr.  Boyle. 

Mr.  MacLachlan  also  referred  incidentally 
to  the  last  election  in  Leduc,  where,  he 
said,  the  sitting  member  had  a  majority  of 
8  and  36  votes  were  not  counted,  because 
the  other  candidate,  having  handed  in  a 
cheque  instead  of  "legal  tender",  In  pay- 
ment of  his  deposit,  was  disqualified.  This, 
said  the  member,  was  an  unsatisfactory 
kind  of  technicality. 

The  Gove,rnment  in  drafting  the  new  bill 
were  honest  In  their  intention,  said  R.  C. 
Marshall,  Liberal  (Calgary),  and  the  old  act 
was  not  what  it  should  be,  yet  he  believed 
every  safeguard  possible  should  now  be  in- 
troduced. He  favored  a  printed  list  for  the 
cities. 

Upon  Mr.  Mitchell  asserting  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  obtain  electors  to  "identify" 
voters  at  rural  polls,  several  members  for 
rural  constituencies  declared  that  he  was 
entirely  mistaken,  according  to  their  own 
experience.  "Any  man  who  can't  get  Iden- 
tified at  a  rural  poll  on  election  day  is  un- 
likely to  be  a  voter,"  said  S.  Brown.  It 
was  suggested  by  another  member  that  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  perhaps  not  spent  much  time 
near  rural  polls  on  election  day. 
ALL  CABINET 
AROUND  THE  POLL 

"The  honorable  gentleman,"  interjected 
Captain  Pearson,  "is  doing  an  injustice  to 
the  member  for  Bow  Valley.  I  myself 
understood  that  in  the  Cochrane  by-election, 
all  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet  of  that 
day  were  round  the  polling  places." 

Mr.  Ross  said  the  clause  would  be  allowed 
to  stand  over,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  re- 
consider it  in  the  light  of  any  suggestions 
that  might  be  made. 

A  somewhat  lengthy  debate  took  place  on 
a  motion  by  Mr.  Boyle,  that  printed  lists 
be  provided  in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  Ed- 
monton, the  motion  standing  over 

Late  in  the  evening  the  Assembly  dis- 
cussed the  clauses  relating  to  the  marking 
of  the  preferential  ballot,  various  members 
giving  an  explanation  of  the  system. 


FRIDAY'S  SITTING 


EDMONTON,  March  14.— Today's  session 
elicited  the  information  that  the  Government 
favored  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
to  investigate  the  coal  mining  industry, 
Premier  Greenfield,  in  his  speech,  indicating 
that  the  commission  would  be  vested  with 
the  wide  powers  a.sked  for  by  Mr.  Christo- 
phers. 

The  Election  Bill  finished  its  first  journey 
through  committee  of  the  whole,  only  a  few 
minor  amendments  being  offered. 

The  G  .me  Act  was  passed  through  com- 
mittee and  now  awaits  third  reading. 

The  Hospital  Facilities  at  the  University 
Bill  was  taken  up  In  committee  of  the 
whole. 

In  announcing  the  Government's  decision 
to  support  Mr.  Christophers'  motion,  Prem- 
ier Greenfield  said  that  in  order  to  obtain 
the  desired  expansion  of  markets  it  was 
neces.'iary  to  bring  down  costs  of  production 
to  as  '"w  a  figure  as  possibhe,  providing  an 


adequate  fair  wage  for  labor  engaged  in  the 
industry  and  a  fair  return  to  capital.  In 
the  event  of  the  natural  resources  being 
turned  over  to  the  Province,  all  information 
for  the'  guidance  of  the  Government  in  their 
administration  should  be  available.  He 
(grave  assurance  to  the  miners  that  they 
would  be  given  every  assistance  in  making 
the  inquiry  as  exhaustive  as  possible. 
MINERS  COMPLAIN  OF 
IRREGULARITY  OF  EMPLOYMENT 

The  Premier  cited  figures  showing  the 
very  wide  variation  in  prices  of  coal  at  dif- 
ferent mines.  Mine  owners,  he  said,  consid- 
ered that  their  labor  costs  were  unduly  high. 
There  was  no  doubt  that,  as  claimed  by  the 
miners,  intermittent  operation  and  irregular 
employment  were  real  factors  in  the  prices 
of  coal.  The  miners  claimed  that  owing  to 
intermittent  employment,  they  do  not  earn 
sufficient  to  keep  their  families  in  reason- 
able comfort,  and  that  undue  overhead 
costs  and  excessive  capitalization  were  im- 
portant factors  in  keeping  up  prices. 

Discussing  capitalization,  Mr.  ■  Greenfield 
showed  that  the  securities  issued  by  joint 
stock  companies  operating  coal  mines  in 
Alberta  was  $45,209.0.58  in  1921,  and  that 
their  output  was  only  6,866,923  tons.  In 
relation  to  output,  capitalization  appeared 
heavy.  The  Premier  also  said  that  wasteful 
methods  of  mining  must  be  guarded  against, 
and  pointed  out  that  in  Great  Britain  the 
proportion  of  coal  salvaged  is  from  85  to  90 
per  cent.,  and  in  Alberta,  according  to  com- 
petent engineers,  only  about  60  per  cent. 
SEEKS  DIRECT  GOVERNMENT 
CONTROL  OF  HOSPITAL 
»  J.  C.  Buckley,  U.  F.  A.  (Gleichen),  moved 
that  the  Government  have  50  per  cent,  of 
the  representation  on  the  Board  of  Govern- 
ors of  the  University  Hospital.  He  argued 
that  as  the  capital  had  to  be  raised  by  the 
Government  they  should  be  so  represented 
as  to  ensure  that  expenditures  would  be 
jnrlicious  and  necessary. 

Perren  Baker,  Minister  of  Education,  said 
that  the  property  was  vested  in  the  Uni- 
versity and  there  need  not  be  the  slightest 
apprehension  that  the  Government  would  not 
have  sufficient  representation.  It  had  not 
been  decided  yet  what  kind  of  a  board 
would  be  formed  but  the  Government  in 
any  case  would  have  all  the  representation 
they  desired. 

R.  G.  Reid.  Provincial  Treasurer,  pointed 
out  that  in  addition  to  the  hospital  being 
an  adjunct  to  the  University,  it  also  filled 
an  important  place  through  the  Public 
Health  Department  to  the  Province.  The 
University  was  in  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  apart  from  that  the  faculty  wel- 
comed Government  representation.  The 
hospital  was  invaluable  as  a  training  school, 
and  was  important  in  public  health  activi- 
ties. 

Mr.  Buckley  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
technical  activities.  We  had  all  great  reason 
to  be  proud  of  it  in  that  respect,  he  said.  But 
he  challenged  the  Minister  of  EducatioT^fs 
to  the  statement  that  the  hospital  was  self- 
supporting.  He  contended  that  it  was  not, 
and  the  representation  he  desired  to  be  on 
the  board  was  to  ensure  business  methods 
and  to  be  a  check  on  ill-advised  expendi- 
tures. 

MIGHT  WANT  ONE 
HUNDRED   PER  CENT. 

Mr.  Reid  explained  that  as  the  motion 
called  for  50  per  cent,  of  the  representation 
it  was  not  satisfactory.  That  might  ham- 
per the  Government  in  future,  if  it  were- 
found  imperative  to  have  100  per  cent.  The 
direct  representation  however,  need  not  be 
50  per  cent.  It  might  be  necessary  to  have 
instead  of  members  of  the  Government  some 
of  the  accounting  staff  on  the  board,  as  it 
might  be  necessary  to  supervise  expendi- 
tures. 

J.  R.  Boyle  concurred  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  their  attitude.  He  was  found  in 
critici.sm  so  often  that  he  wanted,  where 
possible,  to  give  credit  where  credit  was 
due.  The  Government  through  the  Univer- 
sity could  get  complete  control  of  the  hos- 
pital at  any  time  If  they  wanted  to  so  exer- 
cise it. 

Perren  Baker  said  that  his  statement  that 
the  hospital  was  self-supporting  was  sub- 
stantially correct.    The  hospital,  apart  from 


grants,  charged  50  cents  per  day  per  patient 
There  was  a  sum  of  $28,000  not  yet  collected 
from  this  source  for  the  14  months  ending 
December  31st.  If  this  had  been  collected 
the  hospital  would  have  shown  a  profit  of 
$14,000.  Of  this  amount  33  1-3  per  cent,  was 
assured,  through  arrangements  on  the  part 
of  patients  to  pay  so  much  a  month.  It  only 
required  50  per  cent,  to  break  even.  This 
did  not  take  into  consideration  the  Rocke- 
feller grant  of  $500,000. 

Mr.  Hoadley  read  a  list  of  all  universities 
which  had  hospital  facilities  affiliated,  after 
which  W.  M.  Davidson  said  if  the  Minister 
had  made  his  statement  earlier  it  might  have 
prevented  the  making  ol  a  good  many 
speeches.  The  two  great  uses  of  the  hos- 
pital should  be,  first,  a  clinical  service,  and 
a  centralized  link  in  the  municipal  hospital 
scheme. 

Mr.  Reid  explained  that  at  the  present 
time  they  were  meeting  just  such  a  need. 
The  small  country  town  doctor  received  the 
most  modern  expert  advice  available. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  amend- 
ment was  lost. 
ASKS   FREE  ACCESS 
FOR  PRACTITIONERS 

J.  C.  Buckley  introduced  a  second  amend- 
ment to  the  effect  that  every  licensed  prac- 
titioner should  have  free  access  to  any 
patient  in  the  hospital  requiring  his  services. 
He  explained  that  this  would  in  no  way  in- 
terfere with  the  discipline  of  the  hospital, 
but  he  wanted  this  privilege,  because  if  the 
people's  money  was  being  expended  he 
wanted  such  services  furnished  as  any 
patient  might  demand.  He  maintained  that 
osteopaths  and  chiropractors  often  obtained 
results  when  medical  men  failed,  and  there 
was  a  public  demand  for  such  service. 

Mr.  Reid  explained  the  principle  of  open 
and  closed  hospitals.  In  an  open  hospital 
any  medical  practitioner  could  take  care  of 
his  own  patient  in  the  hospital  without  con- 
sultation, but  in  a  closed  hospital  there  had 
to  be  consultation  between,  as  a  rule,  four 
doctors  before  surgical  operations  were 
undertaken.  This  was  a  great  safeguard, 
as  many  needless  operations  were  carried  on 
today.  The  Rockefeller  grant  was  obtained 
largely  on  the  ground  that  this  was  the 
basis  of  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Buckley  said  that  should  not  create 
any  difficulty,  as  osteopaths  or  chiroprac- 
tors woi'ld  not  be  .mdertaklng  or  Interfering 
with  surgical  work. 

After  discussion  the  question  was  put  and 
the  motion  lost. 

A  humorous  incident  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  on  the  Election  Bill  was  the  expla- 
nation of  how  proportional  representation 
v/orked  out.  Geo.  Mills  and  General  Stewart 
admitted  quite  frankly  that  they  did  not 
understand  it,  and  hated  to  have  to  vote  for 
a  principle  not  understood. 

The  idea  was  presented  of  having  a  "de- 
monstration" gi\en  some  morning,  but 
nothing   definite  was   decided  upon. 

Fred  'W^hite  and  R.  C.  Marshall  sought  the 
introduction  of  the  "rotating  ballot",  a 
circular  ballot  which  eliminates  precedence ' 
in  the  order  in  whifh  candidates'  names 
appear  on  the  paper,  but  Messrs.  Ross  and 
Hoadiey  thought  the  cost  of  printing  would 
be  unduly  high. 

 0  

PREMIUM   HAIL  INSURANCE  CLAIMS 

Premiums  received  by  the  Municipal  Hail 
Insurance  Board  in  1923  totalled  $2,319,- 
440. 2C,  and  the  total  amount  of  insurance 
was  $21,000,000,  according  to  a  return  pre- 
sented in  the  Assembly  recently  by  Prem- 
ier Greenfield,  in  response  to  a  motion  by 
J.  M.  Dechene,  member  for  Beaver  River. 

Claims  for  the  year  totalled  $2,410,870.07. 
and  these  were  all  paid  in  full,  there  being 
no  disputed  claims  under  adjustment. 

Answering  a  question  as  to  the  financial 
assistance  by  way  of  guarantee  or  other- 
wise given  the  Board  during  1923,  and  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  Provincial  liabil- 
ity, the  Premier  announced  that  notes 
guaranteed  by  the  Province  totalled  $1  800  - 
000  during  the  year  1923,  and  the  note's 
outstandmg  on  January  31st,  1924,  totalled 
$1,000,000.  The  premium  rate  struck  by  the 
Board  for  1923  was  12  per  cent. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  security  held 
by  the  Board  for  the  protection-  of  the 
insured  was:  Reserve  Fund.  $260,000-  sur- 
plus, $283,342.45;  total,  $543.342.4B. 
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Over  200,000  Canadian  farmers 
have  sent  for  our  FREE  book,  and 
from  its  clear,  comprehensive  instructions 
are  modernizing  their  farms  and  increasing 
their  profits. 

Concrete  barn  foundation  walls  and  floors,  an  airtight 
silo,  root,  milk,  poultry  and  ice-houses,  fence  posts,  walks 
and  troughs  are  easily  and  economically  built,  and  once 
built  are  permanent,  fire-safe,  vermm-proof  assets  that 
never  need  painting  or  patching. 
Send  frr  ovr  Free  Book  "What  the  Farmer  can  do 
with  Concrete"— it's  free— use  the  coupon  below, 

Canada  Cement  Company  Limited 

Canada  Cement  Company  Building 
Phillips  Square  Montreal 

Sales  Offices  at 
Montreal       Toronto       Winnipeg  Calgary 

Can-da  Cement  can  be  secured  from  over  2.000 
dealers  in  nearly  every  city,  town  and  village  in 
Canada.  If  yon  cannot  locate  a  convenient 
dealer,  write  ournearest  sales  office. 


Canada  Cement  Company  Limited 

3307    Canada  Cement  CompanyBBuilding 
Montreal 

Send  me  your  Free  book- 


Ship  Us  Your  Beef  and  Horse 

HIDES 

and  have  them  tanned  for  warm, 
comfortable 

LINED  ROBES 

Size  C  1  C  n  n  ^^^^  quality 
60  X  72  ins.  0  I  U  •  U  U  lining 

or  for  excellent  chrome  tanned 

Harness  Leather 

Green  weight  1  C  Onnto  Per 
of  hide       I  J  UClllo  pound 

All  Work  Guaranteed 


BOOTH'S  TANNERY 

2723  14th  Street  N.  W. 
CALGARY     -  ALBERTA 


Dr.  C.  E.  Messenger 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Chronic  Cases  a  Specialty 

X-Ray   Laboratory   in  Office 

Third    Floor,    Leeson-Lineham  Block 
CALGARY 


McCANNEL  BROS.  &  CO. 

Chartered  Accountants- 

Audits 

Systems  Investigations 

Calgary  - 

217  Dominion  Bank  BIdg. 

Phone  IVI5770 

Edmonton 

■    ■    ■    210  IVicLeod  BIdg. 

Phone  6279 

WATCHES    -  DIAMONDS 
and 

The  Best  Watch  Repairing 


H.   R.   CHAUNCEY,  LTD. 
116  Eighth  Ave.  E.  Calgary 
JEWELERS 


BRITISH  EMPIRE 

EXHIBITION 


Wembley  Park 
LONDON 


APRIL  to 
OCTOBER,  1924 


—  THROUGH  — 
RAIL  &  OCEAN  BOOKINGS 
—  See  Us  For  — 

Fares,  Sailings,  Etc. 

If  you  have  friends  in  Europe 
whom  you  wish  to  assist  in  coming 
to  this  country,  see  any  Agent. 

CANADIAN  NATIONAL  RYS. 
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Let  US  make  the  Glasses  you  need 

You  will  see  better  and  feel  better. 
We  aro  sight   specialists  and  lensc 
grinders.  _  „_ 

ALBERTA  OPTICAL  CO.  LTD. 

128  Eighth  Ave.  West  Calgary 


GOMBAULT'S  BALSAM  is 
ten  times  as  effective  as 
ordinary  liniments. 

We  import  Gombault's  Balsam 
from  far-away  France  —  made 
from  oils  of  wonderful,  penetrat- 
ing effect;  it  is  the  only  prepar- 
ation of  its  kind. 

It  quickly  scatters  and  destroys 
congestion  caused  by  sprains, 
bruises  and  strains.  Bypromoting 
normal  circulation  it  removes  the 
cause  of  pain. 

Burns,  open  cuts  and  all  rheu- 
matic conditions,  lumbago,  sore 
throat  and  chest  colds  yield  to 
this  uniclue  remedy  with  only  one 
or  two  applications. 

When  pain  comes,  don't  hunt  for  re- 
lief— have  Gombaulfs  Balsam  always  at 
hand  for  quick  relief. 

At  your  druggist's,  $1.50  a  bottle,  or 
direct  from  us  upon  receipt  of  price. 

Good  For  Animals,  Too 

Always  dependable  for  most  horse 
troubles.  No  firing  or  cautery.  Hair 
returns  to  its  natural  color.    Try  it. 

TheLawrence- Williams  Company- 
Toronto,  Ontario 

Sole  Distributors  for  Canada  3 


GOi«Km;t]s 

BALSAM 

The  Imported  Liniment 
HEALING         ANf  iSiEPTIC 


LEGAL. 


W.   H.  SELLAR 
Barrister  and  Solicitor 
218a  8TH  AVENUE  W.,  CALGARY 
Phone  M7405  Res.  W1783 


A.  T.  MODE 

Barrister,  Solicitor         Notary  Public 

MONEY  TO  LOAN 

101-102     Pantages    Theatre  Building 
EDMONTON 


LEGAL  AND  PATENTS 


FORD,  MILLER  &  HARVIE,  BARRISTERS, 

Solicitors  and  I'atent  Attorneys  and 
Agents  for  all  countries,  207  Alberta 
Corner,  Calgary.  Patent  drawings  and 
applications  prepared  by  our  own  staff 
enaurins  secrecy  and  promot  service. 


BOYLE  GOOD  U.  F.  A.  ORGANIZER 

The  drive  for  members  put  on  by 
Nesbit  Local  increased  its  membership 
from  eight  to  foriy-eight,  with  pros- 
pects for  more  yet.  "This",  says  A. 
R.  Hoag,  the  secretary,  "after  the 
leader  of  the  opposition  had  held  a 
meeting  here  In  the  interests  of  the 
Liberal  party,  and  pooh-poohed  and 
flayed  the  farmers'  organization  right 
and  left.    This  speal<s  for  Itself." 


Women  of  Asker  U.F.W.A.  Challenge 
Men  in  Drive  for  Membership 

Membership  of  Nesbit  Local  Multiplied  by  Six  After  Visit  of  J.  R.  Boyle  to 
District — Practical  Activities  of  Locals 

ings  and  still  larger  feeds,  and  at  times 
some  of  us  have  been  known  to  grumble, 
quite  on  the  side,  that  the  men  were 
being  spoiled  with  too  much  waiting  on. 
But  we  have  been  humbled  to  the  dust! 
From  sta<rt  to  finish  the  men  worked 
systematically  and  their  efficient  and 
practical  handling  of  the  arrangements 
made  'mere  woman'  fairly  gasp!  One 
woman  remarked  that  this  was  the  first 
time  in  over  twenty  years  that  she  had 
been  able  to  sit  down  and  be  served  at 
such  a  gathering. 

"Rural  people  do  their  share  of  think- 
ing and  possess  wide  knowledge  and 
culture  but  in  the  life  of  the  average 
farm  man  and  woman  there  has  been 
little  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  self- 
expression.  And  this  is  where  our  or- 
ganization is  of  untold  benefit.  The  toast 
list  and  the  responses  and  the  excellent 
progratn  given  later  in  the  evening  gave 
scope  for  vocal,  dramatic  and  oratorical 
tSlent.  Our  hats  off  to  the  originality 
and  ability  displayed  in  a  great  deal  of 
the  program.  In  fact  we  fairly  brimmed 
over  with  the  joy  of  achievement!  And 
we  know  this  talent  exists  in  every  dis- 
trict everywhere  among  rural  people. 
It  only  awaits  development  through  en- 
couragement and  co-operation  as  prac- 
tised in  our  Locals.  True,  this  working 
together  for  the  good  of  all  means  'much 
travail  of  soul'  on  the  part  of  some  of  us, 
but  when  the  ultimate  end  is  good  who 
will  shi«"k  or  lag  by  the  wayside?" 


"Yes,  we  have  had  a  drive,  too!" 
writes  the  secretary  of  Asker  U.F.W.A. 
Local.  Following  their  usual  custom  of 
working  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
men's  Local  for  the  betterment  of  rural 
conditions,  a  joint  drive  was  arranged. 
The  women  challenged  the  men,  but  both 
sides  canvassed  members  for  either 
Local.  Thirty  new  members  were  se- 
cured, but  it  is  the  intention  of  these 
Locals  to  woi'k  for  a  100  per  cent,  or- 
ganization. "The  new  members  bring 
enthusiasm  and  a  new  viewpoint,"  writes 
Mrs.  Phillips,  "while  the  working  to- 
gether engendered  by  the  drive  and  the 
subsequent  social  activities  develops 
wonderfully  the  spirit  of  co-opei-ation. 
Men  Prove  Good  Chefs 
"Of  course  a  man-staged  banquet  led 
to  many  surmises  as  to  what  we  might 
expect.  Our  district  enjoys  a  rather 
widespread  reputation  for  large  gather- 


N.   S.  Smith  Resigns 
From  Dairymen's 
Association 


In  View  of  Resolution  Stating  That  Time 
Inopportune  for  Co-operative 
Marketing 

Nelson  S.  Smith,  M.L.A.  for  Olds,  who  has 
been  taking  part  in  active  propaganda  for 
the  promotion  of  co-operative  dairy  enter- 
prise, has  resigned  from  the  Alberta  Dairy- 
men's Association.  In  a  letter  to  T.  Noble, 
of  Daysland,  chairman  of  the  Producers' 
Section,  Mr.  Smith  expresses  deep  regret 
that  this  course  of  action  should  have  been 
found  advisable.  "However,"  he  adds,  "I 
fully  realize  that  a  division  between  the 
producers  and  manufacturers  is  inevitable 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  interests  are 
so  divergent  from  an  economic  standpoint. 
The  cause  of  co-operative  dairying  in  this 
Province  is  growing  very  rapidly,  and  the 
U.  F.  A.  Committee  of  Pour  which  will  be 
increased  to  possibly  seven  or  more,  are 
taking  in  hand  the  question  of  co-operative 
marketing  in  this  Province." 

Mr.  Smith  intimates  tnat  he  has  been  ap- 
proached with  a  view  to  the  possibility  of 
his  acting  on  the  U.  F.  A.  Committee,  and 
adds  that  as  a  resolution  was  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Producers'  Section  of  the 
Dairymen's  Association  on  March  7th,  to  the 
effect  that  the  time  was  not  opportune  for 
co-operative  marketing,  he  deems  it  "neces- 
sary and  advisabte  to  sever  connection -with 
that  organization  at  this  time." 


his  wheat  at  the  time  he  delivered  it  to  the 
Pool  and  is  getting  further  payments  now. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
be  found  possible  next  year  to  make  an 
initial  payment  that  will  be  closer  to  the 
market  value  of  the  wheat. 

11.  Each  Pool  member  knows  that  he  will 
receive  the  same  price  for  his  wheat  as  all 
other  members  who  market  a  like  quality 
and  grade. 

12.  Every  thinking  farmer  must  realize 
that  a  Central  Selling  Agency  representing 
practically  all  of  the  Wheat  Growers  will  be 
in  a  position  to  negotiate  sales  and  have 
something  to  say  about  the  price  received. 
The  individual  farmer  has  no  voice  in  the 
price  he  receives.  He  can  only  decide  to 
take  it  or  leave  It. 

13.  It  relieves  you  of  the  worry  attendant 
to  marketing  your  wheat  in  an  individual 
way.  That  part  of  the  Pool  members'  busi- 
ness is  in  the  hands  of  experts. 

14.  The  Pool  takes  all  the  advantage  of 
the  Vancouver  Route  in  shipments  to  Europe 
which  advantage  the  farmer  is  not  in  a 
position  to  fully  make  use  of  as  an  individual 
seller. 

15.  The  Alberta  Pool  is  making  good  in 
spite  of  all  handicaps  and  is  prepared  to 
stand  on  Us  own  merits. 

16.  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  are  now 
both  driving  for  members  in  their  respective 
Pools  and  will  likely  be  prepared  to  Pool 
their  1924  crops.  With  three  such  powerful 
organizations  working  toward  one  definite 
purpose  the  old  unsatisfactory  and  unbusi- 
nesslike method  of  selling  our  wheat  will 
disappear.  The  Wheat  Growers  will  have 
gained  control  of  the  marketing  of  their 
product,  and  the  Grain  Exchange  question 
can  then  be  dealt  with  by  the  growers  them- 
selves. 

17.  It  is  your  duty  to  your  neighbor  and 
yourself  to  sign  a  contract. 


SEVENTEEN  REASONS   WHY  FARMERS 
SHOULD  SIGN  POOL  CONTRACT 
(Continued  from  page  10) 


10.  The  Pool  member  received  this  year 
I     approximately  75  per  cent,  of  the  value  of 


The  Spring  Stock  Shows  will  be  held  in 
Calgary  during  the  week  of  March  25th. 
Four  hundred  registered  bulls  will  be  judged 
on  March  26th,  and  sold  on  the  two  days 
following.  The  Horse  Show  will  be  held  on 
March  26th  to  2Sth,  and  on  March  25th 
judging  and  sale  of  fat  stock  will  take  place 


i 
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POULTRY  AND  EGGS 


HATCHING  EGGS— FROM  SELECTED  PEN 

Barred  Rocks.  Higginbotham  strain.  Pen 
headed  by  male  from  229-283  egg  stock. 
13.00  per  setting.  F.  Goodseli,  Crossfleld, 
Alta. 


FOR   SALE— WHITE   WYANDOTTE  PUL- 

lets.  Reg.  Domoney,  Penhold,  Alta.  Phone 
K210. 

BARRED     ROCKS     EXCLUSIVELY.  MY 

strain  combines  utility  and  exhibition 
qualities.  1923  Alberta  laying  contest, 
highest  individual  hen  (288  eggs),  ten 
pullets  averaged  210  eggs.  Alberta  Pro- 
vincial Show,  1923,  all  highest  prizes  for 
Barred  Rocks  Record  of  Performance 
classes.  Hatching  eggs,  fS.OO  and  fS.OO 
per  fifteen.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  H. 
Higginbotham,  Calgary. 

PURE    BRED    PARTRIDGE  WYANDOTTE 

cockerels,  $2.50  each.  Mrs.  Jesse  Roberts, 
Sullivan  Lake,  Alta. 


BUFF    ORPINGTON    COCKERELS,  $2.00— 

Famous  Prairie  Flour  Potatoes,  $1.00  se- 
lected seed.  M.  J.  Howes  &  Sons,  Millet, 
Alta. 


SELLERS  OF  PURE  BRED  BRONZE  TUR- 

keys,  hardy  outdoor  stock.  At  Edmon- 
ton Poultry  Show  took  12  prizes  and  two 
championships  with  12  entries.  Toms, 
$7.00  and  $S.00:  hens,  $4.00,  $5.00  and 
$6.00.  Pure  bred  Toulouse  geese  from 
prize  winning  stock,  $5.00  eacl",  trio, 
$13.50.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cookson,  ToflCii  .  Alta. 


FOR  SALE— A  FEW  BRONZE  "tURKEY 
toms  from  highest  quality  stock.  $5.00 
each.  Albert  Stephenson,  Lac  Ste.  Ann;?, 
Alta. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  COCKERELS  FROM 

government  selected  stock,  also  a  few 
hatched  from  eggs  from  John  S.  Martin's 
best  Dorcas  matings  $3  to  $5  each.  Sat- 
isfaction or  money  back.  J.  A.  Larson, 
Fort  Saskatchewan,  Alta. 

PURE  BRED  SINGLE  COMB  RHODE  is- 
land red  cockerels  from  Government  In- 
spected pen.  $4.00.  Single  comb  Ancona 
cockerels,  Shepard  strain,  $2.50.  Indian 
runner  drakes,  fawn  and  white.  Berry 
strain,  $3.00.  Mrs.  A.  E.  White,  Nanton, 
Alta. 


PURE  BRED  BUFF  ORPINGTON  COCKF.R- 

els,  $2  each.  Satisfaction  assured.  Mrs. 
J.  O.  Harvey,  Millet,  Alta. 


PURE  BRED  BUFF  ORPINGTON  COCKER. 

els,  $3.00.  White  Leghorn  yearling 
cocks,  $2.00  each  J.  Curror,  Sedgewick, 
Alta. 


ROSE  COMB  WHITE  LEGHORN  COCKER- 
els,  $2.00  each.    John  Tough,  Islay,  Alta. 


TWENTY    BARRED    ROCK  COCKERELS 

from  excellent  layers,  exhibition  quality, 
$5.00  to  $10.00.  Hatching  eggs.  Ross  Wal- 
lace, 222  Scarboro  Avenue,  Calgary. 


BRED  TO  LAY  SINGLE  AND  ROSE  COMB 

Brown  Leghorns,  single  comb  White 
Barred  Rocks  and  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
pullets  and  yearling  hens,  also  cockerels, 
all  at  $2.00  each.  A.  W.  Sharp,  Days- 
land,  Alta. 


FOR  SALE— HATCHING  EGGS  FROM  S.C. 

Black  Minorca  hens,  $1.50  per  setting, 
$9.00  per  100.    Wm.  Olson,  Leo,  Alta. 


BRED    TO     LAY     BUFF  ORPINGTONS— 

Pen  No.  1,  selected  by  Government 
poultry  representative,  mated  with  trap 
nested  cockerel,  Filbasket  strain,  $2.00 
for  15  eggs.  Pen  No.  2,  mated  with  ex- 
ceptionally good  cockerel,  $1.50  for  15. 
These  birds  are  real  producers.  Refer- 
ence: G.  M.  Cormie,  Dominion  poultry 
representative.  Mrs.  P.  C.  Loree,  Nan- 
ton,  Alta. 

PURE  BRED  ROSE  COMB  RHODE  ISLAND 

Red  cockerels,  good  laying  strain,  $3.00 
each,  two  for  $5.00.  Donald  Goodbrand, 
Youngstown,  Alberta. 


Classified  Advertising 
Section 


WANT,  SALE  AND  EXCHANGE 
COLUMNS 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS  are 
Inserted  in  this  section  for  three 
cents  per  word  per  Insertion.  Count 
each  Initial  as  a  full  word,  also  count 
each  set  of  four  figures  as  a  full 
word,  as  for  example,  "A.  J.  Smith 
has  2,000  bushels  of  Oats  for  sale" 
contains  10  words.  Be  sure  to  give 
your  correct  name  and  address.  Do 
nat  have  any  replies  sent  to  U.F.A. 
Central  Office.  Name  and  address 
will  be  counted  as  part  of  the  ad- 
vertisement and  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate.  All  advertisements 
will  be  classified  under  the  heading 
which  applies  most  nearly  to  the 
article  advertised.  Orders  for  classi- 
fied advertisements  must  be  accom- 
panied by  cash,  and  must  reach  us 
at  least  eight  days  in  advance  of 
dates  of  publication,  which  are  the 
1st  and  15th  of  each  month.  Can- 
cellations must  also  reach  us  eight 
days  in  advance. 

Address  all  correspondence  to  "The  U. 
F.A."  Lougheed  BIdg.,  Calgary,  Alta. 


SWINE 


SELLING       REGISTERED  TAMWORTH 

gilts,  bred  to  farrow  May  and  June. 
$25.00.    Thomson  Bros.,  Coronation,  Alta. 


YORKSHIRES,  TWO  TO   FOUR  MONTHS. 

M.  J.  Howes  &  Sons,  Millet,  Alta. 


REGISTERED  YORKSHIRES  AND  LARGE 

Blacks,  bred  gilts  and  boars.  The  best 
of  the  two  breeds.  J.  M.  Southward, 
Lacombe. 


REGISTERED   YORKSHIRE  WEANLINGS 

Choice  bacon  type;  March  farrows,  both 
sexes,  8  weeks,  $12.00.  Jos.  S.  Thomp- 
son, Hayter,  Alta. 


TAMWORTHS— NEW     BLOOD     FOR  AL- 

berta.  Booking  orders  for  May  delivery 
pigs.  Saskatchewan  University  sows 
bred  to  boar  selected  from  Ontario  grand, 
champion  herd.  Government  inspected 
and  approved  bacon  type,  $20.  Lyle's 
Tamworth  Farm,  Gleichen,  Alta. 


FARM  LANDS 


IRRIGABLE  FARMS  FOR  SALE  OR  RENT. 

You  can  farm  profitably  on  irrigable 
land  in  Southern  Alberta  because  the 
soil  is  fertile,  the  water  supply  is  ample 
and  the  climate  is  favorable.  Therefore 
crops  are  sure.  All  kinds  of  livestock 
thrive.  Whole  or  partly  irrigated  farms 
can  be  bought  at  prices  ranging  from  $12 
to  $30  per  acre,  plus  irrigation  costs,  or 
can  be  rented  on  favorable  terms  with 
an  option  to  purchase  later.  Near  towns, 
railways,  markets,  schools.  Get  further 
information  from  the  IRRIGATION 
COUNCIL  OF  ALBERTA,  117  Provincial 
Buildifeg,  Lethbridge. 

WILL  EXCHANGE  FARM,  SEVEN  MILES 

north  west  of  Tofield,  value  $1,600,  for 
car,  improved  town  or  city  property, 
cattle  or  horses.  For  particulars  apply 
R.  W.  Pincott,  Tofield,  Alberta. 


SEED  GRAIN 


SELLING  LIBERTY  HULLESS  OATS,  OT- 

tawa  400,  cleaned,  per  bus.  80  cents;  10 
bus.,  $7.00.  Sacks  extra.  EUerby  Bros., 
Throne,  Alta. 

VICTOR    OATS,    BARK    BARLEY,  FIELD 

peas,  corn  and  sunflower  seeds.  Lowest 
prices.  W.  D.  Trego,  3830  7A  St.  West, 
Calgary. 

SELLING   PURE  MARQUIS  WHEAT,  $1.25 

bushel.  Government  test,  No.  631843, 
grade  1,  99  per  cent,  germination, 
cleaned;  bags  extra.  Also  Rhode  Island 
Red  eggs  for  hatching.  Raspberry 
plants.    Don  Losey,  Casslls,  Alberta. 


LUMBER,  FENCE  POSTS,  ETC. 

ROUND  CEDAR  FENCE  POSTS  FOR  SALE 

or  would  exchange  for  hay  or  feed 
wheat  and  oats.  Could  include  some 
shingles    T.  K.  McQueen,  Silverton,  B.  C. 

DRY  WOOD  CUT  ANY  WAY  YOU  WISH— 

Write  me  for  prices.  John  Thors,  Roch- 
fort  Bridge,  Alta. 

FOR     SALE— TAMARAC     FENCE  POSTS, 

standard  size,  7c.  Tamarac  pickets,  6^ 
foot,  3  to  1%  inch  top,  3c.  Spruce  corral 
poles,  10c. ;  f.o.b.  Junklns,  C.  N.  R. 
A.  Oslund,  Junking,  Alta. 

GOOD    FENCE    POSTS,    CORRAL  POLES, 

mine  props,  Jackpine  and  spnice,  dry. 
Harry  Slobodian,  Lake  Louise. 


LIVESTOCK 

1924  BOOKLET  GIVES  VALUABLE  HINTS 

and  complete  list  of  livestock  and  veter- 
inary supplies,  animal  markers,  ear  tags, 
vaccines,  medicines,  instruments,  etc. 
Write  today.  It's  free.  Winnipeg  Veter- 
inary &  Breeders'  Supply  Co.,  Ltd.,  Cal- 
gary, Alta. 


NURSERY  STOCK. 


THE   BEST   IN  THE   LAND   IS   NOT  TOO 

good  when  you  plant  trees,  shrubs, 
hedges,  fruits,  etc.  We  supply  fresh 
dug  stock.  Nurseries  on  the  Chinook- 
swept  prairie  at  Brooks,  Alberta.  All 
stock  guaranteed.  Write  Western  Nur- 
sery Co.,  621  Fifth  Ave.  West,  Calgary. 


SEED  POTATOES 


EIGHT  VARIETIES  SEED  POTATOES  FOR 

sale,  three  certified.  Send  for  price  list. 
J.  Harris,  potato  grower,  Edberg,  Alta. 


CHICKEN  FANCIERS 


Here's 
One! 


SPRINGTIME,  the  season  of 
greatest  activity  in  the  Poultry 
Yard,  is  at  hand.  Already  pens 
have  been  mated  or  are  being 
mated  up  by  leading  breeders  in 
preparation  for  the  season's  busi- 
ness in  eggs  and  chicks. 

Poultry  is  one  of  the  few  lines 
-*•  of  agricultural  production  which 
still  shows  a  profit  over  production 
costs.  For  this  reason  most  farm- 
ers will  be  wanting  more  hatching 
eggs  and  baby  chicks  than  usual. 
There  never  was  a  time  when  good 
stock  was  in  such  demand. 

T^ON'T    Delay — run    your  adver- 
tisements    early    in    order  to 
create  the  demand  and  catch  the 
early  demand  for  incubator  eggs. 

Advertise  in 

The  U.F.A.  Classified 

Section 


CANCER 


and  Tumors  successfully  treated 
(removed)  without  knife  or  pain. 
All  work  gTiaranteed.  Come,  or 
write  for  free  Sanatorium  book 
Dr. WILLIAMS  SANATORIUM 
525  Upiversity  Ay.,  Winneapolis,  Minn. 
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FACT 


REGARDING  FARM  IMPLEMENTS 


No.  1  of  a  Series 


Relative  and  Comparative  Values 


'  I  ''HE  price  of  any  commodity  is  high  or  low 
only  by  comparison  with  that  of  other 
articles  of  similar  make.  The  price  of  farm 
produce  is  admittedly  low,  but  is  this  justifi- 
cation for  saying  that  the  price  of  other 
articles  is  excessive?  As  much  is  being  heard 
these  days  about  implement  prices,  let  us  con- 
sider briefly  the  factors  that  control  these 
prices. 

Implements — Small  Part  of  Outlay 

According  to  the  Dominion  Government's 
Census  only  11  %  of  the  total  value  of  farm 
property  is  represented  by  "Implements  and 
Machinery,"  which  includes  automobiles, 
tractors,  threshers,  etc.  Moreover,-  out  of 
every  dollar  received  by  the  farmer  for  his 
produce  only  3K  to  8  cents,  according  to  the 
type  of  farming,  is  spent  on  implements  and 
repairs.  Therefore,  although  agricultural 
implements  are  the  base  of  modern  agriculture, 
they  represent,  in  capital  expenditure  and 
annual  maintenance,  a  verv  modest  proportion 
of  the  farmer's  outlay 

Operating  at  a  Loss 

To  operate  at  a  loss  tries  m#n's  morale, 
but  it  has  been  done  and  is  being  done  to-day. 
The  farmer  and  his  co-partner  the  implement 
maker  have  been  forced  to  sustain  heavy 
losses  during  recent  years,  in  both  cases  due 
to  the  increased  cost  of  production,  and  the 
low  prices  obtained  for  their  products.  The 
leading  implement  companies  have  suffered 
in  the  last  three  years  very  substantial  losses. 
MoreoVer  their  production  of  machines  has 
decreased  by  over  50%. 


Some  Uncontrollable  Factors 

Is  it  generally  known  what  little  influence 
the  manufacturer  has  over  the  price  of  his 
finished  article?  Four  important  factors  de- 
termine price — materials,  labor,  transportation 
and  volume  of  production,  and  over  all  four 
the  implement  maker  has  no  control.  Since 
1913  the  first  three  have  greatly  increased, 
while  the  fourth  has  substantially  decreased. 

Raw  Materials  cost  on  an  average  138% 

more  than  before  the  war: — 

Steel  -  128%  Malleable  -  100% 
Maple  -  248%  Cotton  Duck  169% 
Oak     -    145%         Southern  Pine  112% 

Labor  costs  113%  more  than  before  the  war. 

Transportation  costs  44%  to  100%  more 
than  before  the  war — on  materials  to  the 
factory  and  on  finished  machines. 

Volume  of  Production  is  less  than  half  of 
what  it  was  before  the  war. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  these  adverse  changes, 
implements  have  advanced  only  80.4%. 

Cost  on  per  Pound  Basis 

A  reasonable  method  to  determine  if  the 
price  of  an  article  is  high  or  low,  is  to  compare 
it  on  a  per  pound  basis  with  other  commodi- 
ties made  of  similar  materials  and  employing 
a  similar  class  of  labor.  Such  a  comparison 
was  made  with  the  following  results:  A 
kitchen  stove  sold  at  15  cts.  per  pound,  a  wash 
boiler  at  42  cts.,  a  pitch  fork  at  36  cts.,  a 
sewing  mSfchine  at  45  cts.,  and  the  cheapest 
automobile  at  36  cts. ;  yet  a  disc  harrow  was 
only  15  cts.  a  pound,  a  spreader  10  cts.  and  a 
binder  15  cts.   Does  this  not  prove  that 


,  Implement  Prices  Offer  the  Best  Value  for  the  Farmer's  Dollar 
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